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REPORT  OF  THE  SELECTMEN. 


i        .  The  Selectmen  respectfully  submit  the  following  Keport  for 


§£$:■     the  year  eighteen  hundred  and  seventy-nine. 

te  The  Treasurer's  books  have  been  examined  and  found  cor- 


pr      rect,  and  all  payments  properly  vouched. 

lip 

BR;        The  Treasurer  is  charged  for  the  year  with  : 

||     Cash  on  hand  January  1st,  1879    $8,167  76 

Sfe  Dog  fund  from  the  County   462  42 

ip  School  fund  from  the  State   217  72 

m§;  Sale  of  school  books   679  28 

ll^j; A-Tmory  rent  reimbursements   250  00 

gggP  Poor  reimbursements  t , . ,   1,752  86 

m  Water  rent,  labor  and  materials   10,979  31 

Dramatic  and  minstrel  licenses  ,   52  50 

fi|K\Jn terest  on  Training  Green  fund  t   24  28 

8E! Interest  from  delinquent  taxes  ,   929  93 

|  Dividends  from  Old  Colony  National  Bank   375  00 

Jl  ;Agawam  and  Halfway  Pond  fishery               ...»  225  00 

L 

S  Fines  from  violation  of  Town  by-laws   24  00 

|  Salo  of  lots  in  Viae  Hill  Cemetery   323  70 

^SKRoad  department  reimbursements   847  86 
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\:  'Amount  brought  forward   $25,313  45 

State  aid,  refunded   2,700  00 

Indigent  State  aid  refunded   500  00 

National  bauk  tax  from  State   2,376  70 

Corporation  tax  from  State   3,635  01 

Insane  Poor  reimbursements                                 .  279  40 

Contingent  reimbursements . , ,   77  65 

Fresh  Brook  fishery   8  50 

Miscellaneous  receipts   2  50 

Water  Works  reimbursements   458  11 

Loan  from  P.  S.  Sherman   3,200  00 

Loan  from  P.  S.  Hedge   1,200  00 

WaterWorks  building  reimbursement   918  44 

Burial  Hill  reimbursement   1  75 

State  aid  reimbursement . . , , . ,   88  25 

Indigent  State  aid   5  25 

Sohool  reimbursement   6  00 

Warren  fund  interest  , . . . .  60  00 

Fire  department  reimbursement  y  „  2  75 

Transfer  to  South  Plymouth   receiving  tomb 

account  from  Fresh  Brook  fishery   100  00 

Abatement  and  herring  money  allowed  Collector. .  21  60 

Taxes,  1872  *   11  25 

Taxes,  1873  ,    , . .  7  28 

Taxes,  1874   28  20 

Taxes,  1875   410  20 

Taxes,  1876   1,892  68 

Taxes,  1877   3,151  92 

Taxes,  1878   7,792  53 

Taxes,  1879   49,318  11 


$103,556  43 


The  Treasurer  is  credited  for  the  year  with  payments,  as, 
follows  : 

Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Railroad  sinking  fund,  trus- 
tees   $1,500  00 

State  tax   1,240  00 

County  tax   4,838  89 

National  bank  tax   3,047  52 

Vine  Hill  Cemetery                                         .  356  98 

Widows'  distribution   130  00 

Water  Works,  interest  on  scrip  and  extension  . . .  9,442  01 

Watch  and  police  f           .  1,171  65 

Treasurer^  salary   500  00 

Town  debt  and  interest  account  t   6,598  20 

||l      Sexton   125  00 

m       State  aid   2,695  50 

I'      Schools   17,407  06 

Roads  and  bridges.   7,279  01 

;New  roads   1,130  58 

Insane  Poor   1,418  51 

K    Poor   8,878  70 

^  Abatements  f   1,379  30 

'*..    Herring  money  ,   80  95 

||  Fire  department   2,316  49 

^Burial  Hill   126  44 

^Contingent   3,340  86 

^  Lighting  streets  and  Town  House   1,068  32 

^  Assessors   787  00 

»  Water  Works  extension   1,208  11 

jH   Plymouth  Public  Library   231  21 

|1 :  Collector  of  Taxes    467  30 

V '  Agawam  and  Halfway  Pond  fishery. , .  f ,   74  90 

§|   

Amount  carried  forward ,   $78,840  49 


6 

v  Amount  brought  forward   $78,84.0  49 

Fresh  Brook  fishery   100  00 

Warren  fund    32  62 

South  Plymouth  receiving  tomb   133  00 

Note  paid  Reuben  Sherman   4,400  00 

Indigent  soldiers'  and  sailors'  aid   509  35 

Water  Works  building  account   918  44 

WaterWorks  pumping  station   8,521  71 

Sewerage   432  95 

Training  Green  fund   4  50 

Trustees  water  scrip  sinking  fund   1,000  00 

Cash  on  hand   8,663  37 


$103,556  43 

The  undrawn  balances  of  the  several  appropriations  are 
as  follows  : 

Abatement   $2,398  73 

Widows'  fund   34 

Herring  money   2  30 

Training  Green  fund   553  83 

Fresh  Brook  fishery   10  72 

South  Plymouth  receiving  tomb   64  00 

Warren  fund    1,048  98 

Town  debt  and  interest  account   1,122  45 

Contingent   162  39 

Insane  Poor  ,  „     ,     575  67 

Roads  and  bridges . .   258  57 

New  roads   636  89 

Burial  Hill   30  52 

Poor   .      62  33 


Amount  carried  forward   $6,927  72 
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Amount  brought  forward. . . ,  f . .  $6,927  72 

Vine  Hill  Cemetery   376  49 

Watch  and  police   36  84 

Lighting  streets  and  Town  House   130  12 

Water  Works   628  83 


$8,100  00 

The  expenditures  in  excess  of  appropriation  are  as  follows  : 

Collector  of  Taxes   $17  20 

Fire  department   102  25 

Schools   383  73 

Assessors   46  78 

Sewerage  plans   82  95 

Pumping  station,  Water  Works   8,521  71 


$9,154  72 


Town  Debt. 

Water  Loan. 

Seventy  $1000  five  per  cent,  bonds, 
dated  June  1,  1855  ;  payable  June 
1,  1885   $70,000  00 

Twenty  $1000  five  per  cent,  bonds, 

dated  Aug.  1,  1864 ;  payable  Aug. 

1,  1894   20,000  00 

 ■ —    $90,000  00 

DUXBUBY  k  COHASSET  RAILROAD  LOAN. 

Forty  $1000  seven  per  cent,  bonds, 

April  1,  1874;  payable  April  1, 

1884   $40,000  00 

 $40,000  00 

$130,000  00 


Amount  brought  forward   $130,000  00 

Temporary  Debt. 


Note  to  State  of  Massachusetts, 

dated  April  3, 1878  j  payable  April 

3,  1883...   $5,000  00 

Note  ,  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank, 

dated  Sept.  16, 1878  j  payable  Sept. 

18,  1883   10,000  00 

Note  to  State  of  Massachusetts, 

dated  Feb.  2,  1878 ;  payable  Feb. 

3, 1883   6,724  65 

Note  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank,  ou 

demand.,.,   11,000  00 

Notes  to  sundry  parties,  on  demand.  4,900  00 

Engine  House  Loan. 

Note  to  H.  Sherman,  dated  Jan.  19, 

1878,  four  years   $600  00 

Note  to  Priscilla  Hedge,  dated  Jan. 

12,  1878,  four  years   1,200  00 

Note  to  heirs  of  Timothy  Manter, 

dated  Dec.  31,  1877,  four  years. . .  500  00 

Notes  to  Plymouth  Savings  Bank, 

dated  Dec.  30,  1878,  five  years. .  . .        5,000  00 


$44,924  65 

Undrawn  balances  of  the  several 

departments   8,100  00 


$53,024  65 


Amounts  carried  forward...,  $53,024  65    $130,000  00 


I  Amounts  brought  forward 

j|    •  Less— 

IIl,  Uncollected  taxes,  1876 . , 
ij&i  Uncollected  taxes,  1877. . 
Rj  Uncollected  taxes,  1878. , 
Uncollected  taxes,  1879 , . 
WX  St^te  aic}  due  from  State 
||^!:;  of  Massachusetts. ,  r .  t 
IjPftsi  in  treasury.,, 
m&i  iAiyi)  ... 


$53,024  65    $130,000  00 


$46  74 
228  99 
1,540  60 
5,462  85 

3,363  22 
8,663  37 


$19,305  77 


^Indebtedness,  Pec,  31,  1879, 


$33,718  88 
$163,718  88 


^4ej^t^S9,  Depv31,  1878   153,584  31 

|^|ppreasQ  of  iudebtednoss,  1879  . . , ,   $10,134  67 

PjSwvdts  of  the.year,  as  appear  in  the  foregoing 
^SiiilPh^^W^^8^-  *n       indebtedness  of 
UP  °*  ^1<?<  faUpwing  items : 
liilt|^eruP^^  balances  from  last  year, ,      $8,985  06 
w 1  ^  lefipienpjjr-,  m  ij,  Bradford's  account  as 

f^axea^W^-'4 '  ^^¥^mM^i]   1  '    3  347'  28 
^^^•^jj^jpi^yg'j^'^'l^y      Qtatci'f  f' ' '    141  60 


#?W3  84 


if  a* 


imd^t  Estimated ^as 1    **  f 

™^0$m'ui&  >%m  300  oo  5  . 


227  56 


^pg^ft^pQt  indebtedness,  the  sum  of 


$2,239  27 
$10,134  67 
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Of  this  amount,  eight  thousand,  five  hundred  and  twenty- 
one  dollars  and  seventy-one  cents  is  on  account  of  the  pump- 
ing station  at  Lout  Pond  for  which  an  appropriation  of  twelve 
thousand  dollars  was  made  at  a  special  meeting  of  the 
Town  in  May  last,  with  authority  given  the  Seleotmen  to  pro- 
vide for  the  same  by  a  loan  on  such  terms  and  for  such  time 
as  they  should  deem  for  the  interest  of  the  Town.  The  pay- 
ments, so  far,  of  all  bills  presented,  have  been  met  from  the 
treasury  without  recourse  to.  loans,  but,  on  the  completion  of 

the  work  and  payment  of  bills  outstanding,  the  accounts  will  be 
provided  for  by  a  loan  on  ten  years  at  five  per  cent,  interest,  for 
which  arrangements  have  already  been  made.  The  debt,  so 
far  as  it  constitutes  a  part  of  the  water  loan,  will  impose  no  ad- 
ditional burden  upon  the  Town,  the  interest  being  chargeable 
against  the  income,  which  now  more  than  meets  the  interest  on 
the  entire  debt  and  running  expenses.  Without  the  deficiency 
ocourring  in  the  late  Collector's  accounts.  The  reduction  of  the 
temporary  indebtedness,  by  payments  on  principal  of  outstand- 
ing notes  and  amounts  covered  into  the  treasury,  would  have 
amounted  to  one  thousand,,  seven  hundred  and  thirty-four  dol- 
lars and  forty-two  cents. 

Payments  have  been  made  from  the  treasury  to  the  sinking 
funds  during  the  year  of  two  thousand,  five  hundred  dollars, 
and,  with  the  accumulations  from  the  investment  of  six  hundred 
and  thirty-six  dollars  and  sixty-six  cents,  make  the  amount  to 
the  credit  of  those  funds  (Jan.  30,  1880),  fourteen  thousand,  five 
hundred  and  sixty-nine  dollars  and  three  cents,  which  should 
be  estimated  as  assets  to  provide  for  the  payment  of  the  debt. 
The  only  changes  otherwise  in  the  debt  during  the  year  have 
been  the  reduction  of  twelve  hundred  dollars  on  principal  of 
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outstanding  notes,  heretofore  alluded  to,  and  the  change  of 
notes  standing  in  the  name  of  Ileuben  Sherman,  since  deceased, 
to  his  heirs. 

< 

The  deficiency  in  the  account  of  Mr.  Bradford,  late  Collector 
of  Taxes,  amounting  to  three  thousand,  three  hundred  and 
forty-seven  dollars  and  twenty-eight  cents,  was  reported  to  the 
Town  at  the  April  meeting  by  the  committee  appointed  by  the 
Town  to  audit  his  accounts.  At  the  same  meeting,  the  Select- 
men with  Messrs.  John  J.  Russell  and  Daniel  J.  Bobbins  were 
appointed  a  committee  to  settle  with  Mr.  Bradford  and  his 
bondsmen  in  relation  to  any  indebtedness  that  said  Bradford 
is  under  to  the  Town  as  its  former  Collector  of  Taxes,  and  that 
&  the  committee  be  authorized  to  bring  any  suit  or  suits  at  law 
J|  against  Mr.  Bradford  and  his  bondsmen  in  case  they  shall  find 
It?  it  necessary.  The  committee  met  and  notified  Mr.  Bradford 
Rj  and  his  bondsmen  to  make  good  the  deficiency,  and  after  wait- 
gfj  ing  a  reasonable  time  with  no  intimation  from  them  that  they 
Kg  desired  a  settlement,  and  also  being  aware  that  one  of 
W  the  bondsmen  had  been  making  conveyances  of  all  hia  real  and 
H  personal  property,  commenced  suit  against  them  which  is  now 
ifj  pending  in  the  courts.  The  deficiency  may  be  still  further  in- 
creased, by  taxes  claiming  to  have  been  paid  to  the  late  Col- 
lector from  those  committed  to  the  new,  and  in  some  instances 
£j  t]xe  tax  bills  have  been  presented  with  evidence  of  their  pay- 
|  ment. 

m     There  remained  of   uncollected  taxes,  as  reported  Deo. 
1 31st,  1878,    the  sum  of  eighteen  thousand,  four  hundred 
If  and  seventy-nine  dollars  and  twenty-seven  cents;   of  which 
sum  four   thousand,    two    hundred    and    twenty-one  dol- 
lars and  fourteen  cents  has  since  been  paid  and  allowed 
the   late    Collector,    reducing    the    amount    to  fourteen 
,^  thousand,  two  hundred  and .  fifty-eight  dollars  and  thirteen 
J  cents.   There  was  turned  over  to  the  new  Collector,  ten  thou- 
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sand  nine  hundred  and  ten  dollars  and  eighty-five  cents,  leaving 
a  deficiency  of  three  thousand,  three  hundred  and  forty-seven 
dollars  and  twenty:eight  cents  as  before  reported. 

The  taxes  committed  to  the  new  Collector  covered  a  period 
of  seven  years,  and  by  lapse  of  time  and  complications  growing 
out  of  estates  in  liquidation,  the  liens  on  the  property  and  taxes 
in  many  cases  were  lost  to  the  Town,  and  in  many  cases  poll 
taxes  which  could  have  been  collected,  during  the  year  for  which 
they  were  assessed,  were  lost  by  change  of  residence,  and 
through  negligence  of  the  Collector  in  not  enforcing  the  vote 
of  the  Town  relating  to  their  collection.  The  abatement  ac- 
count has  been  chargeable  with  a  larger  amount  than  usual  from 
these  causes. 

There  is  now  standing  to  the  credit  of  abatement  account, 
the  sum  of  two  thousand,  three  hundred  and  ninety-eight 
dollars  and  seventy-three  cents,  a  larger  amount  than  will 
probably  be  required  to  meet  any  abatement  from  outstanding 
taxes,  and  the  Selectmen  would  recommend  that  one  thousand 
dollars  of  the  amount  be  covered  into  the  treasury,  which  will 
§o  far  reduce  the  deficiency,  or  be  applied  to  the  payment  on 
account  of  the  loan  incurred  in  building  the  new  engine  house, 
maturing  in  1882,  which  can  probably  be  anticipated. 

The  amount  of  outstanding  taxes  at  the  close  of  the  year 
(Dec,  31),  was  seven  thousand,  two  hundred  and  seventy-nine 
dollars  and  eighteen  cents,  as  against  eighteen  thousand,  four 
hundred  and  seventy-four  dollars  and  twenty-nine  cents,  reported 
last  year,  A  marked  improvement  in  the  system  of  keeping 
the  accounts,  and  methods  adopted  for  the  prompt  collection  of 
taxes,  has  taken  place  in  the  office  of  the  Collector,  and  the 
result  can  but  be  apparent  to  the  Town. 

Nothing  conduces  more  to  the  credit  of  a  town, 'or  the  ease 
.  with  which  its  finances  can  be  conducted,  than  the  prompt 
'  collection  of  its  taxes  and  payments  of  its  obligations  as  they 
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become  due,  and  the  Town  will  fiud  its  interest  and  credit 
promoted  by  adhering  strictly  to  this  policy.  While  it  cannot 
with  justice  be  charged  that,  as  a  Town,  we  have  been  in  many 
cases  extravagant  in  our  appropriations,  still  the  tendency 
when  money  can  be  easily  voted,  is  in  that  direction,  and 
we  must  confine  our  expenditures  within  the  strict  limit  of 
necessity,  if  we  would  not  increase  our  present  rate  of  taxation. 

The  advance  in  most  articles  of  consumption  will  naturally 
increase  our  expenses  in  many  of  the  departments,  and  require 
careful  supervision  to  keep  within  the  limits  of  present  appro- 
priations. 

It  is  desirable  as  well  as  required  by  the  law  regulating  the 
indebtedness  of  towns  and  cities,  that*  our  temporary  debt, 
except  so  far  as  it  is  rendered  necessary  to  cover  assets  of  the 
Town  not  available,  should  be  gradually  reduced,  and  relieve 
us  from  the  large  interest  account,  which,  added  to  the  annual 
appropriation  for  the  Duxbury  &  Oohasset  Railroad  sinking 
fund,  amounts  to  some  six  thousand,  six  hundred  dollars 
annually,  and  correspondingly  increases  our  appropriations  to 
provide  for  it. 

From  present  indications  our  portion  of  the  State  tax  for 
the  year  will  be  from  one  thousand,  two  hundred  and  fifty 
dollars,  to  two  thousand,  five  hundred  dollars  in  excess  of 
last  year.  It  is  doubtful  with  the  changes  and  losses  by 
transfer  of  personal  property  during  the  past  year,  if  our 
present  valuation  can  be  maintained,  and  our  rate  kept  within 
present  limits. 

A  new  valuation  of  the  towns  and  cities  of  the  Common- 
wealth, as  the  basis  of  taxation  for  State  and  County  purposes 
for  the  next  five  years,  is  to  be  made  this  year,  and  it  is  for  the 
Town  to  consider  whether  the  valuation  shall  be  left  entirely 
with  the  Assessors,  or  that  an  advisory  committee  to  act  with 
them  be  appointed  by  the  Town. 


Town  Debt  m&  Interest  Account, 


By  balance  from  old  account.  $1,288  89 

;  appropriation  .  t , ,  , , . . .  6,600  00 

•  i  rebate  of  interest    I  83 

interest  from  delinquent  taxes . ,  929  93 

  $7,720  66 

Pb. 

To  payment  in  1879  on  principal  of 

outstanding  notes ,,,,,,,,  , .  $1,200  00 

To  interest  on  Duxbury  &  Oobasset 

:  Railroad  loan  ,,,T*  ».  2,800  00 
To  interest  on  temporary  debt 2,481  00 
Tq  interest  on  loans  in  anticipation 

of  taxes  ,   117  20 

6,698  20 


l  Undfawu  balance   $1,122  46 


;  The  receipts  fpr  interest  from  delinquent  tax  payers  has 
exceeded  the  estimates  for  the  year,  and  leaves  an  available 
balance  to  the  credit  of  the  account,  as  appears,  of  one  thou- 
sand, one  hundred  and  twenty-two  dollars  and  forty-five  cents. 

To  provide  for  the  payment  of  interest  on  permanent  and 
temporary  loans,  and  for  the  payment  of  one  thousand  dollars 
for  reduction  of  temporary  indebtedness,  will  require  an  appro- 
priation of  five  thousand  dollars,  which  is  recommended. 
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Koads  and  Bridges, 

Ob. 


By  balance  from  old  account 

$689  72 

6,100  00 

sundry  reimbursements , ,  

113  80 

reimbursements  from  new  roods 

164  35 

reimbursements  from  poor  ac- 

679  71 

17,637  58 

t  »rtr*t  •  »  t f 

$7,279  0J 

$258  67 

I  Orders  drawn,  not  paid,  $15.29. 


m     The  amount  expended  the  past  year  in  roads  and  bridges, 
|  deducting  the  earnings  of  the  teams  in  other  departments,  is 
W  six  thousand,  four  hundred  and  thirty-one  dollars  and  fifteen. 
i  peats,  beiug  three  hundred  and  eighty-one  dollars  and  tweuty- 

35,1  " 

ftve  cents  in  excess  of  last  year.  Included    this  amount,  there, 
j  has  been  expended  on  permanent  improvement  on  sidewalks, 
jtt  accordance  with  a  vote  of  the  Town,  Ays  hundred  and 
.eleven  dollars  and  forty-eight  cents;  in  removal  of  snow,  five, 
^undred  and  six  dollars  and  forty-one  cents ;  equipments  of 
tpajas,  one  hundred  dollars ;  for  construction  of  sidewalk  and 
^ajnage  on  Sandwich  street,  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dojr 
Ja^S  i  and  for  settlement  of  claim  for  damages  on  the  highway, 
jfaup  hundred  and  twenty-two  dollars  and  sixty-seven  cents  ; 
ifi  all,  one  thousand,  six  hundred  and  sixty-five  dollars  and 
(ty-six  cents,  leaving  for  the  ordinary  expenses  in  maintaining 
ri*P^ds  and  repairs  on  bridges  for  the  year,  four  thousand,  seven 
UPdred  and  sixty-five  dollars  and  fifty-nine  cents, 


Inducted  in  the  ordinary  repairs,  there  has  been  laid  on 
Prospect,  Vernon  and  Pleasant  streets,  some  seven  hundred 
yards  of  paved  gutters,  the  commencement  of  a  plan  of  im- 
provement which  should  gradually  include  all  the  streets  of 
steep  grade  within  the  limits  of  the  village.  It  will  also  make 
a  saving  in  the  labor  now  required,  after  every  heavy  rain,  in 
removing  the  sand  deposited  at  the  foot  of  the  hills,  and  in 
repairs  of  gutters  and  sidewalks,  and  greatly  improve  the 
appearance  of  the  streets,  which  should  not  be  lost  sight  of  in 
any  plan  of  improvement, 

The  condition  of  Court  street,  particularly  on  the  west  side, 
between  Russell  and  Vernon  streets,  with  its  rough  and  unsight- 
ly embankments  and  gutters,  crossed  by  rough  bridges,  has 
long  been  discreditable  to  the  Town,  and  the  Selectmen  have 
^©en  considering  some  way  to  improve  it,  and  prohibiting  with- 
in the  limits  of  the  village  the  placing  of  wooden  bridges  over 
the  gutters,  and  the  removal  of  those  now  in  use.  The  bridges 
are  not  only  unsightly,  but  render  the  Town  liable  for  damages 
in  case  of  collision  with  them  by  passing  teams,  and  would  be 
held  as  obstructions  in  the  highway. 

Notwithstanding  the  improvements  in  roads,  and  there  gen- 
eral good  condition,  for  the  first  time  within  a  period  of  ten 
years,  has  the  Town  been  called  upon  to  pay  any  claim  for 
damages  on  its  highways.    In  the  case  of  the  claim  referred  to 
:  as  paid,  the  Selectmen  were  of  the  opinion  that  the  accident 
was,  from  carelessness  on  the  part  of  the  claimant,  for  which 
;;  the.  Town  should  not  be  held  liable.    A  suit  was  brought  against 
;  the  Town,  which  resulted  in  a  compromise,  the  Board  consid* 
erjpg  that  the  expenses  which  would  be  incurred  iu  contesting 
*  the,  claim  would  be  equivalent  to  the  compromise^  offered,  and 
1 !  BtiU  le^ve. the  risk  of  a  verdict  Against  the  Town.    The  sum, 
1  paJ4  was  four  hundred  and  twenty-two  dollars  and  sixty-seven 
('  cents,  in  full  settlement  of  the  claim,  ^ 
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With  the  increased  amount  of  travel  oyer  our 'woods*  roads, 
the  demand  for  improvements  are  frequently  urged  on  the 
Selectmen,  and  an  increased  allotment  will  probably,  in  some,  • 
cases,  have  to  be  made  to  the  Surveyors  in  those  districts,  to 
enable  them  to  make  some  of  the  improvements  which  the, 
requirements  of  public  travel  demand, 

It  is  not  anticipated,  at  this  time,  that  any  unusual  repairs 
will  be  required  the  coming  year  on  tho  roa.ds  or  bridges,  other 
than  for  the  improvements  indicated,  and  the  Selectmen  recoup 
mend  an  appropriation  of  six.  thousand,  one  hundred  dollars 
for  repairs  on  roads  and  bridges,  und  permanent  improvements 
of  sidewalks. 


New  Roads, 

Or. 

By  balance  of  old  account    $317  47 

appropriation    1,450  00 

Dr. 


11,767  47 


i  To  payments  in  1879 
Uudrawn  . 


IM.IMf  | 


f  >    t  f  »  t    M  f  • 


11,130  58 
$636  89 

The  expenditures  for  the  year  have  been  wholly  on  AHerton 

i  ' 

street,  which  has  been  completed  with  the  exception  of  fencing, 
at  a  total  cost  of  four  thousand,  four  hundred  and  seventy-one 
dollars  and  five  cents*  Much  of  the  work  has  been  in  connec- 
tion with  the  grading  about  the  monument,  and  both  objects 
|iftva  been  accomplished  in  the  work.  There  remains  of  the 
appropriation  unexpended  five  hundred  and  twenty-eight  dol- 
Ipjrjj  and  ninety-five  cents  which  will  be  partly  used  in  fencing 
•^embankments.  The  balance  can  be  profitably  used  in 
spieling  the  slopes,  which  have  been  substituted  for  the 
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embankments  in  front  of  the  monument,  and  putting  it  in  auch 
Pop^itioA  as  will  protect  the  work  already  done  until  additional 
funds  Qau  be  secured  to  complete  it,  and  make  its  approach 
conform  as  near  as  possible,  in  its  present  unfinished  condition, 
with  what  is  finally  intended, 

The  only  other  work  on  new  roads  now  contemplated  is  the 
widening  of  the  road  at  Wellingsley,  opposite  the  school-house, 
for  wbioh  an  order  of  notice  has  been  served  on  the  Town  by 
the  Commissioners,  to  be  completed  on  or  before  June  1,  1880. 
The  estimated  cost  for  working  the  same  will  not  exoeed  one 
hundred  and  twentymo  dollars. 

The  working  of  Court  street,  to  conform  to  the  widening  as 
laid  out  by  the  Commissioners  in  1877,  has  been  deferred  for 
reasons  given  in  the  report  of  the  Selectmen  of  that  year,  and 
for  the  additional  reason  that  the  work  already  entered  upon 
would  involve  as  large  a  yearly  expenditure  up  to  this  time  as 
the  Selectmen  felt  warranted  in  assuming. 

There  has  been  no  urgent  necessity  for  the  widening  known 
to  the  Selectmen,  and  the  matter  is  more  in  the  nature  of  an 
improvement  than  on  any  ground  of  public  necessity, 

-  The  Selectmen  are  of  the  opinion  that  the  work  should 
be  done  in  connection  with  the  Boad  Department,  at  such 
times  as  will  enable  them  to  do  it  with  economy  to  the  Town, 
and  th^t  only  such  portion  of  the  widening  as  lies  south  of 
Cherry  street,  be  worked  the  present  year, 

■    VM  appropriation  of  five  hundred  dollars  is  recommended, 
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Water  Works, 

Or. 


By  balance  from  old  account  , 

» « » »  •  •  r  t  f  i 

$91  49 

receipts  from  water  rents,  labor  and  materials, 

10,979  81 

appropriation  for  extensions 

•Ml    »  t  «  •  T  • 

[  750  00 

Da, 

$11,820  80 

$5,370  00 

To  expenses,  management,  materials 

2,846  .36 

1,057  21 

918  U 

Payment  to  Trustees  Water  Scrip 

1,000  00 

$11,193  0V 

Undrawn  balance .......  .  t , ,  r 

r  *  t  ?  t  »  f  •  * 

$628  79 

Of  the  above  sum  of  eleven  thousand,  seven  hundred  and 
twenty-nine  dollars  and  thirty-one  cents  as  credit  to  Water 
Works,  the  sum  of  nine  thousand,  nine  hundred  and  eighteen, 
dollars  and  thirty^six  cents  is  from  water  receipts  for  the  year  ; 
six  hundred  and  fifty-one  dollars  aud  seventy-four  cents  from 
bills  of  previous  years, in  arrears;  four  hundred  and  nine  dol- 
lars and  twenty-one  cents  reimbursements  for  labor  and  mate^ 
rial  for  service  pipe  furnished  to  and  collected  from  water  takers, 
and  seven  hundred  and  fifty  dollars  for  appropriation  made  pn 
\  account  of  extensions  at  the  annual  meeting. 
I     The  expenditures  on  account  of  the  several  departments, 
j  are  a  transcript  from  the  Treasurer's  books.  For  a  classification 
%oi  the  amount  properly  chargeable  to  the  account  of  expenses 
■  of  management,  labor  and  materials  for  repairs,  as  well  as  ex- 


tension,  reference  must  be  had  to  the  report  of  the  Commis- 
sioners, who  are  familiar  with  the  work,  and  can  properly  sep- 
arate the  items  of  expenditure,  which,  under  the  present  sys- 
tem of  keeping  the  accounts,  are  necessarily  included  in  the 
general  acoount. 

There  appears  in  the  above  account  for  expenses,  manage- 
ment, labor  and  material,  the  sum  of  two  thousand,  eight  hun- 
dred and  forty-six.  dollars  and  thirty-six  cents,  from  which 
should  be  deduoted  the  sum  of  four  hundred  and  nine  dollars 
ftpd  twenty-one  oents,  reimbursed  and  included  in  the  re- 
ceipts from  Water  Works,  this  would  still  leave  a  larger 
amount  for  repairs  and  management  than  appear  from  the 
.  Superintendent'^  report,  and  it  is  probable  that  bills  properly 
belonging  to  extension  account  are  included,  and  will  be  separ- 
ated, so  that  in  the  report  of  the  Commissioners  the  expendi- 
tures properly  chargeable  to  that  account  will  appear 

Taking  as  a  basis  the  collections  for  the  past  year,  with  the 
additional  income  which  may  be  expected  from  the  Woollen 
^lills  and  additional  takers,  it  will  be  safe,  if  collections  are 
promptly  made,  to  count  upon  an  income  of  ten  thousand,  three 
ljundre4  dollars  for  the  coming  year.  The  expenses  of  manage- 
ment, interest  on  scrip,  and  increased  expenses  which  will  be  in- 
curred at  the  pumping  station,  estimated  at  nine  thousand,  five 
hundred  dollars,  will  give  a  surplus  income  of  about  eight  hun- 
dred dollars  to  apply  to  the  sinking  fund,  which  now  amounts 
to  ope  thousand,  eight  hundred  and  twenty  dollars  and  twenty- 
thre^  cents,  which  it  is  important  should  be  increased  to  pro- 
vide for  a  portion  of  the  debt  maturing  in  1885. 

The  prompt f collection  of  water  rents  during  the  year  has 
placed  at  the  disposal  of  the  trustees  the  balance  in  the  treas- 
ury to  that  account,  from  which  one  thousand  dollars  has  been 
drawn  and  applied  to  the  sinking  fund,  leaving  a  balance  in 
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the  hands  of  the  Treasurer  of  six  hundred  and  twenty-eight 
dollars  and  seventy-nine  cents,  from  which  to  meet  any  over? 
draft  on  account  of  pumping  station, 

The  Commissioners  in  accordance  with  a.  Yote  of  the  Town 
authorizing  them  to  procure  a  steam  pump  of  such  wauu^ 
facture  as  they  may  consider  expedient,  aud  for  the  iutere^t  pf 
the  Town,  to  be  located  at  such  point  as  they  may  find  best 
for  the  working  of  said  pump,  entered  into  contract  with  Messrs, 
Worthington  &  Co.  for  a  pump  of  their  manufacture,  wtych  baj 
been  located,  and  is,  now  in  partial  operation,  but  not  yet  fuUy 
tested  and  accepted  by  the  Town, 

It  is  yet  too  early  to  judge  of  the  results,  but  the  success 
attending  pumps  of  similar  construction  give  Assurance  that 
the  results  will  be  satisfactory,  and  an  additional  supply  pf 
wator  afforded  sufficient  for  present  and  prospective  wants,  of 
the  Town.  Whatever  differences  of  opinion  may  be  eutertajned 
regarding  the  location,  it  is  but  just  to  the  Commissioners,  whp 
serve  without  pay,  and  who  are  charged  with  the  responsibility 
of  the  work,  that  the  public  should  suspend  judgment  until 
their  report  is  presented. 

The  change  of  location  of  the  pump  to  a  point  nearer  the 
source  of  supply  than  was  anticipated,  when  the  matter  was 
under  consideration  and  acted  on  by  the  Town,  will  add  tP  its 
cost,  but  the  Commissioners  do  not  anticipate  an  overdraft  exr 
oeeding  five  hundred  dollars,  for  which  provision  has  been 

j  made  as  already  referred  to.    The  Town,  at  the  meeting  au- 
thorizing the  expenditure,  appropriated  the  sum  of  twelve  thou> 

j  sand  dollars,  to  bo  provided  for  by  loan  j  of  this  amount,  eight 
thousand,  five  hundred  and  twenty-one  dollars  and  seventy-one 

;( 'cents  has  been  expended  from  the  treasury,  and  will  bo  funded 

|  when  remaining  bills  are  paid  and  the  accouuts  closed, 


,    >  Schools. 

Tq  payments  in  -  1879   $17,407  06 

.^balance  of  old  account  109  88 

■Xv.r   $17,516  94 

:■  :':  y:.-J^lf\;.^  \ ,  ■  Or. 

By  appropriation   $16,000  00 

.  *   :  Massachusetts  school  fund   217  72 

one  half  dog  fund   231  21 

>      sundries  ......  r ,   6  00 

sale  of  school  books   679  28 

||p  ii^u,,     ,  rr  ~    117,133  21 

v         Overdrawn,,,,   $373  73 

-V  The  expenditures  on  account  of  schools,  as  compared  with 
last  year,  show  an  increase  of  two  hundred  and  thirty-nine 

•  dollars  and  ninety-six  cents. 

For  details  of  expenditure  refereuce  may  be  had  to  the 
jrepQrt  of  the  School  Committee,  accompanying  the  report  of 
the  Superintendent  of  Schools.    The  same  appropriation  as 

;  Iftsfc  ^ear,  vi«,;  sixteen  thousand  dollars,  is  recommended. 

■  . :  ■  c,  \ ..  Poor, 

'  '  ";  ^><-"       Ob.  ■ 

.  ^B^^»o©':oW  account  \         ,       $188  17 

1  !i l^l^ppfQpriation  'i i . . » ,      7,000  00 

^>eimbm'sem.ents  M  , .   1,752  86 

,;  k       ;v;  «  ,       .   $8,941  03 

|  p||  ;!;{;'  :  .  .." ,,;    ,     Dr.  : 
Tq  jpaytnents  in  1879  .   $8,878  70 

•         ,  .   v  .  .   

•  :'  Uudvawn  , , . , ,  ,  ( , » . » . . » ♦ » . » . . . . . .  ♦ , » , , , ,  *        $62  33 


The  net  expenditures  on  account  of  this  department  are 
u;  seven  thousand,  one  hundred  and  twenty-Aye  dollars  and 
$  eighty-four  cents,  against  six  thousand,  nine  hundred  and 
J|  sixty-five  dollars  and  forty-five  cents  last  year,  and  are  classi- 
j|  fied  as  follows  ; 
Aid  supplied  to  those  living  in  other  towns,  but 

having  their  settlement  here  ,.,fMfMMIfM        $474  50 
^.id  supplied  outside  almshouse  3,554  78 

|  &egal  expenses   329  70 

^Printing  bills  tfJfM  17,00 

K-Medieal  attendance  ,   181  92 

IK  Salary  of  secretary   ,  100  00 

■ideals  supplied  to  five  hundred  and  seventeen 

„  tramps  77  85 

Expenses  of  almshouse,  containing  twenty-two 
5vy    inmates,  not  including  the  keeper  and  his 
jj&i*  family   2,390  09 

■f  $7,125  84 

"The  bill  for  legal  services  was  for  expenses  incurred  in 
Conducting  a  t-uit  against  the  Town  of  Wareham,  to  determine 
lie  settlement  of  Donald  McLeod,  and  recover  for  a  bill  of 
upplies  amounting  to  two  hundred^and_  seven  teen  dollars  and 
orty^eight  cents,  furnished  him  and  his  family,   The  suit  was 
elided  in  faver  of  this  Town,  in  the  Superior  Court,  but  on  m 
ppeal  to  the  Supreme  Court  the  verdict  of  the  lower  court  was 
k#8ide,  and  a  verdict  rendered  for  the  defeudaut  Town, 
^'i©  Overseers  report  that  a  less  amount  of  aid  has  been 
'^ujsed  for  the  last  two  months  than  for  the  corresponding 
Qfttbs  of  last  year,   But  with  the  increase  of  prices  and 
jiitftainty  as  to  the  demands  which  may  be  made  upon  them, 
w$9V  the  same  appropriation  as  last  year,  via.;  seven  thou- 
v  dollars, 
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tosane  Poor, 


|  ■  Or, 

By  balauoe  from  old  account   $264  78 

appropriation , ,    1,460  00 

reimbursements  . , ,   279  40 

<  $1,994  18 

[  \  I  :  Dr. 
Tq  1  payments  to  Taunton  Lunatic 

l\  Hospital   $1,193  05 

payments  to  Worcester  Asylum . ,  173  46 

'  payment  to  E,  M.  Whiting   52  00 

^  $1,418  51 

Undrawn. ,  t   $575  67 

•  V  There  are  at  present  nine  persons  in  the  hospitals,  supported 
by  the  Town,  an  addition  of  one  since  the  commencement  of 
the  year,  which  will  require  an  appropriation  of  one  thousand 
dollars  in  addition  to  the  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  account 
and  is  recommended. 


■    <t  .  Fire  Department 

|4:V'  -  Dr.  1 

Tofpayments  in  1879   $2,316  49 

fffil'  ;  i  Cn. 

JBy.  impropriation   $2,200  00 

balance  of  old  account   1149  . 

sundries    2  75 

'   $2,214  24 

'"y Overdrawn.,  ;   5102  25 


The  payments  for  the  year  have  exceeded  those  of  last  yew  iu 
||  tbe  sum  of  two  hundred  and  ninety-one  dollars  and  ten  pepts, 
The  difference  principally  arises  from  purchase  of  hose,  amount- 
;ng  to  one  hundred  and  ninety-five  dollars,  and  fuel  and  gas 
•(  bills  incurred  in  the  new  building,  amounting  to  sixty-sis  dollars 
;  and  fifty-seven  cents. 

The  Engineers,  in  their  report  of  last  year,  called  the  atten- 
tion of  the  Town  to  the  necessity  of  providing  some  means 
I  for  supplying  the  water  used  in  sprinkling  the  street  other  than 
•  from  the  hydrants.  The  continual  use  during  the  summer 
|  months  subject  them  to  great  wear  and  occasions  bills  for 
repairs,  which  the  department  do  not  feel  warranted  in  assum- 
ing. In  most  places  using  water  for  sprinkling  the  streets, 
^gtaud  pipes  are  erected  at  convenient  distances  for  that  pur- 
pose, and  it  is  recommended  that  the  Town  adopt  that  plan, 
and  instruct  the  Water  Commissioners  to  carry  the  same  into 
effect* 


Vine  Hills  Cemetery, 

Ob. 

y  balance  .from  old  aocount . ,  $409  77 

cash  from  lots  sold  previous  to 

1879    103  95 

pasb  from  lots  sold  in  1879 . ,  f ,         219  75 


Dr. 


$  payments  in  1879 


Undrawn 


1733  47 

35G  98 
$37(i  49 


tJPbero  has  been  6o!d  during  the  year,  twonty-two  lots, 
WuuUiig  to  two  hundred  and  eighty-eight  dollars  ami  twepty- 
■Sj  cents,  four  of  which  remained  unpaid  when  tho  account 
cjosod,  amouhtiug  to  sixty-eight  dollars  and  fifty  cents, 


i|  There  are  also  eeven  lots  sold  in  previous  years,  remaining 
uapajd,  aod  for  which  deeds  have  not  been  given,  amounting  to 
one  hupdred  and  twenty-three  dollars  and  ninety-five  cents. 
&#.Tb©  balanoe,  standing  to  the  credit  of  the  account,  will 
provide  for  the  care  and  improvement  of  the  grouuds,  and  no 
appropriation  is  recommended. 


>T  , 


mm  • 


lighting  Streets  and  Town  House. 

Or. 


Py  balance  from  old  account   $98  44 

appropriation  ,  ,   1,100  00 


$1,198  44 


To  paymeuts  in  1879 . , ,  1   1,068  32  , 

Undrawn    $130  12  j 

There  are  forty-three  street  lanterns  burning  gas,  an  addi-  J 
tion  of  ten  during  the  year,  which  have  been  erected  in  much  i 
needed  localities  on  the  main  streets,  at  private  expense,  the  | 
Town  assuming  the  care  and  lighting  of  the  same.  Three  have  f 
been  changed  from  oil  to  gas,  making  with  the  additions  an  I 
increased  annual  expenditure  of  $105. 

There  are  in  addition  fourteen  lamps,  burning  either  oil  or  | 
.illuminating  gas,  on  the  main  streets,  and  six  not  on  the  main 
streets  for  which  the  oil  only  is  furnished,  incurring,  in  all,  an  | 
annual  expenditure  of  $1,090. 

Petitions  have  been  presented  to  the  Selectmen  for  addi*  | 
tional  lamps  on  some  of  the  main  streets,  which,  if  granted,  will  1 
require  an  appropriation  of  $1,050  to  meet  the  current  expenses^ 
of  the  year,  including  the  balance  to  the  credit  of  the  depart?] 
ment. 
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Contingent. 

Ob. 

7  balance  from  old  account..   $175  70 

\    sundries   ,   8  g5 

appropriation   3j0oo  00 

%   sewer  rights   75  00 

armory  rent  refunded   250  00 

— —     f3,503  25 
Db. 

0  payments  in  1879.  t  ,   $3,340  80 

|Undrawn  •  "fin* 

¥  ■ 

Water  Works  Building  Appount, 

g£;'  Dr. 

git  of  building...,  ;   f918  U 

Or. 

Unmount  charged  to  Water  Works  t        $043  ^ 

■t 

I  Treasurer, 

i  Or. 

lpropnat.cn   $50Q  QQ 

-Stents,  1879   $50Q  Q0 
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Sexton, 

Or. 

  $125  00  | 

By  appropriation  •  

Db.  ] 

i  •   i«7Q                               ....  125  00  ] 

To  payments  in  lo79   

1 

Collector  of  Taxes. 

Db.  j 

To  commission  collecting  $9,094.52,  J 

taxes  prior  to  1879,  at  one  per  1 

mt.   ,9°  09  I 

Ob.  j 

By  appropriation..   ^50  00  | 

less  one  per  cent,  on  $7,279.18,  | 

taxes  of  1879,  uncollected  . . .  72  79        ^  4 

t&  Overdrawn.   

Widows'  Fund, 

Cb. 

Py  one-third  dividend  of  Old  Oolony  National 

Bunk  

balauoe  old  account   a 

Dr. 

To  payments,  1879  ...............  W3J 

Undrawn   '  35 
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Burial  Hill, 


appropriation  

balance  of  old  account 
hay  sold  


Dr. 


payments  in  1879 
g  Undrawn,  


1100  00 
65  21 
1  75 

$156  96 

$126  44 
$30  53 


Warren  Fund, 

Or.  . 

balance  from  old  account  ,  , ,   $1,031  60 

"interest     50  00 


Dr. 


$1,081  60 
32  63 


ajment  in  1879  

JJedrawu  f . ? ,  ,  „  $1,048  98 


Abatements, 

Or. 

$H;e  old  account  ,  


fflftjr  in  1879 


$2,307  11 
1,470  92 

$3,778  03 


Dr. 

eats  in  1879   $1,379  80 


jawn   $2,398  73 
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Sewerage  Plans  and  Surveys. 


'By  appropriation   $350  00 


Dr. 


To  payments  in  X879   $432  95 

Overdrawn,  .'   $82  95 


Water  Works  Pumping  Station. 

Cr, 

By  appropriation  .   $12,000  00 

f ;,,  Dr. 

To  payments  in  1879   $8,521  71 


Undrawn   $3,478  29 


.)?                 Water  Works  Extension.  | 

|  .                                 Cr.  1 

By  appropriation.   $750  (| 

m,  reimbursements  ♦   150  9( 

* balance  charged  to* Water  Works. . . . ,   307,3] 


$1,208  jjj 

•  ;  |  ..                                Dr.  .yM 
To  payments  in  1879   $1,308 ; I 
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Herring  Money, 

i  Ob. 

J3y  balance  from  old  account  


Dr. 


payments  in  1879 

1 


m  Undrawn 


$83  25 

$80  95 
$2  30 


Training  Green  Fund. 

Or. 


j  balance  from  old  account 
interest,  1879   


$534  05 
24  28 


m 


payments  in  1879 


Dr. 


rawn 


$558  33 

U  50 

$553  83 


UXbury  &  Cohasset  Railroad  Sinking  Fund, 


1 
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;; '  i  v  y.- 

Fresh  Brook. 

Cr. 

By  balance  from  old  account   |102  22 

cash  from  D.  Clark   8  50 

  $110  72 

Dr. 

Tp  amount  transferred  to  South  Plymouth  receiv- 
;    jng  tomb  account . , ,   $100  00 

Undrawn  , ,   $10  72 


South  Plymouth  Receiving  Tomb. 

Cr, 

By  appropriation   $100  00 

amount  from  Fresh  Brook  fish- 
ery  100  00 

  $200  00 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1879   $136  00 

Undrawn   $64  00 


Watch  and  Police. 

Cr. 

By  balance  from  old  account  .....  $88  09 

appropriation  ,     1,150  00 

  $1,238  09 

Dr. 

To  payments  in  1879   $1,068  32 

x    Undrawn  ,  „  % ,   $169  77 


E:  33  • 

K  Assessor^,  • 

C». 

By  appropriation   , ,  ,  r   $800  00 

Dr. 

|;  To  payments  iu  1879   $787  00  ' 

fe      balance  of  old  account .  t   59  78 

IP   846  78 

|j      Overdrawn   $46  78 

M 

Guide  Boards. 

The  guide  boards  of  the  Town  are  reported  in  good  con- 
dition. 

i  • 

Appropriations, 

Kg-  The  following  appropriations  for  the  current 
I  year  are  recommended  : 

Poads  and  bridges    $6,100  00 

JTew  roads   500  00 

gBohooto   16,000  00 

Contingent     3,000  00 

Poor   7,000  00 

Jnsane  poor . . , ,   1,000  00  - 

pre  department    2,400  00 

JIurialHill   100  00 

|3e*ton   125  00 

Collector  of  Tuxes   450  00 

!fj }   

Amount  carried  forward ... .    $36,675  00 

3 
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Amount  hrouyht  forward   $36,675  00 

Duxbury  &  Cohasset  Railroad  sink- 
ing fund   1,500  00 

Treasurer      500  00 

Lighting  streets  and  Town  House.  .  1,050  00 

Watch  and  police   1,000  00 

Assessors   950  00 

Town  debt   5,000  00 

Deficiencies. 

Schools   $385  00 

Sewerage   82  95 


467  95 

The  revenue,  not  otherwise  appro- 
priated, is  as  follows  : 

Corporation  tax   $2,800  00 

Bank  tax   1,600  00 

Miscellaneous  receipts   .  300  00 


$47,142  95 


4,700  00 


$42,442  95 

Leaving  the  sum  of  $42,442.95,  which  it  is  recommended  be 
raised  by  taxation  for  the  expenses  of  the  current  year. 

WILLIAM  H.  NELSON,  ) 

HENRY  WHITING,  |  Selectmen 

DAVID  CLARK,  y  of 

C.  B.  STODDARD,  |  lJly mouth. 

JOHN  CHURCHILL,  J 

Plymouth,  February  14,  1880. 


ABSTRACT  OF  RECORDS  FOR  1879. 


 «♦*  

Voted — That  the  Selectmen  be  requested  not  to  grant  any 
licenses  for  the  sale  of  intoxicating  liquors  the  present  year. 

Voted — That  the  Water  Commissioners  have  authority  to 
furnish  water  to  the  County  for  a  fountain  in  Court  Square,  at 
such  times,  and  in  such  quantity,  aud  under  such  regulations  as 
may  be  deemed  expedient. 

Voted — That  the  salary  of  the  new  Tax  Collector  be  $150, 
and  that  he  be  instructed  to  collect  the  back  taxes,  and  that  he 
be  allowed  one  per  cent,  for  the  same,  and  that  one  per  cent, 
shall  be  deducted  from  his  salary  from  all  taxes  of  the  year, 
1879,  remaining  unpaid  Jan.  1,  1880. 

Voted — That  the  Selectmen  and  Messrs.  Daniel  J.  Robbins 
and  John  J.  Hussell  be  authorized  and  instructed  to  settle  with 
Lemuel  Bradford,  and  his  bondsmen,  in  relation  to  any  indebt- 
edness that  said  Bradford  is  under  to  the  Town  as  its  former 
Collector  of  Taxes.  That  this  Committee  be  authorized  to 
bring  any  suit  or  suits  at  law  against  Mr.  Bradford  or  his 
bondsmen  if  they  shall  lind  it  necessary. 

Voted — That  the  Town  appropriate  the  sum  of  $350,  to  be 
expended  under  the  direction  of  a  committee,  to  be  appointed 
by  the  Moderator,  in  ubtaining  an  accurate  survey  and  plan  for 
future  extension  of  sewerage  facilities. 
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Voted — That  the  Water  Commissioners  ore  hereby  author- 
ized to  contract  for  the  erection  of  a  building  and  shed,  for  use 
of  the  Water  Works,  on  the  unoccupied  land  in  rear  of  the 
Steam  Fire  Engine  House  at  a  cost  not  exceediug  ten  hundred 
dollars,  said  sum  to  be  drawn  from  the  income  from  water 
rents,  and  the  Selectmen  are  instructed  to  hire  such  a  sum  in 
anticipation  of  receipts  as  may  be  needed  for  the  payment  of 
the  costs  of  said  building. 

Voted— That  the  Water  Comissioners  cause  to  be  laid  on 
Fremont  street  a  four-inch  cement  pipe,  and  connect  the  same 
with  the  pipe  on  Union  street,  and  they  are  also  authorized 
to  extend  the  water  pipe  on  Mount  Pleasant  street  to  South 
street,  and  the  sum  of  $750  is  hereby  appropriated  for  the 
aforesaid  work. 

Voted — That  the  Selectmen  be  instructed  annually,  here- 
after, to  include  in  their  estimate  of  appropriations  for  high- 
ways a  reasonable  sum  to  be  specifically  applied  to  the  perma- 
nent improvement  of  the  sidewalks  of  the  Town. 

Voted — That  the  Town  refuse  to  pay  the  Town  of  Sandwich 
for  any  claim  for  the  education  of  any  children. 

.  Voted — That  the  Water  Commissioners  are  hereby  author- 
ized and  directed  to  procure  a  steam  pump  of  such  manufacture 
as  they  may  consider  expedient  and  for  the  interest  of  the 
Town.  The  said  pump  to  be  connected  with  the  South  Pond 
water  pipe,  and  located  at  such  point  as  they  may  find  best  for 
the  working  of  such  pump,  unless,  in  their  judgment,  an 
arrangement  more  advantageous  to  the  Town  can  be  made  by 
the  purchase  or  lease  of  a  water  privilege  on  Town  Brook  or 
Billington  Sea,  and  pumping  the  supply  water  used  by  the 
Town  by  water  power. 
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Voted — That  tho  Selectmen  are  hereby  authorized  ami 
directed  to  borrow  a  sum,  not  exceeding  $12,000,  for  such 
length  of  time  aud  at  such  rates  as  they  may  consider  expedi- 
ent ;  and  tho  same  shall  be  applied  to  the  payment  of  the 
cost  of  the  improvement  of  the  Water  Works  as  now  voted 
and  the  bills  contracted  for  this  work  shall  be  paid  by  orders 
of  the  Selectmen  on  the  Town  Treasurer,  said  bills  being  first 
approved  by  a  majority  of  the  Water  Commissioners. 

Voted — To  reconsider  so  much  of  tho  vote  passed  April  14, 
1821,  as  related  to  the  disposition  of  the  larger  moiety  of  the 
yearly  income  accruing  from  the  sale  of  the  rights  of  the  Town 
in  th«  waters  of  Town  Brook. 


TOWN  OFFICERS. 


Selectmen— William  H.  Nelson,  David  Clark,  Henry  Whiting, 
Charles  B.  Stoddard,  John  Churchill. 
Town  Clerk— Curtis  Davie. 
Town  Treasurer— Curtis  Davie. 
Collector  of  Taxes— John  Churchill. 

Assessors  — John  Harlow,  Josiah  A.  Robbius,  Gideon  Perkins. 
Overseers  of  the    Poor— William    H.    Whitman,  John 
Churchill,  Lemuel  Bradford. 
Sexton— Clement  Bates. 

Water  Commissioners— Charles  O.  Churchill,  Samuel  H. 
Doteu,  William  VV.  Brewster. 

School  Committee— William  H.  Whitman,  Charles  B.  Stod- 
dard, Frederick  N.  Knapp,  James  D.  Thurber,  Nathaniel 
Morton,  George  G.  Dyer. 

Superintendent  of  Schools— Charles  Burton. 

Agawam  Fishery  Committee — Peleg  C.  Chandler,  Augustus 
Bobbins,  Jesse  R.  Atwood. 

Constables — John  Atwood,  Barnabas  Hedge,  Lewis  S. 
Wadsworth,  James  B.  Collingwood,  Freeman  Manter,  William 
E.  Baker,  Stephen  Holmes. 

Burial  Hill  Committee— Selectmen. 

Trustees  Duxbury  &,  Coh asset  Railroad  Sinking  Fund— 
John  J.  Russell,  George  G.  Dyer,  Isaac  Brewster. 

Surveyors  and  Measurers  of  Lumber— Nathaniel  Brown, 
Leavitt  T.  Bobbins. 
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Inspector  and  Sealer  of  Leather— Johu  Churchill. 
Sealer  of  Weights  and  Measures— Christopher  T.  Harris. 
Plymouth  Beach  Committee— Selectmen. 
Surveyors  of  Highways— Selectmen. 

Field  Drivers  and  Fence  Viewers— Arthur  Lord,  William 
W.  Brewster,  Albert  N.  Fletcher,  Henry  Harlow,  Edgar  Dwight 
Hill,  John  J.  Shaw,  William  C.  Chandler,  Joseph  F.  Towns, 
Lewis  S.  Wadsworth. 

Committee  on  Shell  Fish— Jesse  E.  At  wood  and  Selectmen. 

Superintendent  of  Water  Works-  Richard  W.  Baguell. 

Collector  of  Water  Rates— Willard  Wood. 

Committee  on  Fire  in  the  Woods  —  Franklin  B.  Cobb, 
Henry  Whiting,  William  T.  Davis,  Gustavus  G.  Sampson, 
Thomas  Poiree,  Horatio  Wright,  Otis  W.  Burgess,  Truman 
Sampson,  Barnabas  Hedge,  Leavitt  T.  Bobbins,  Ezra  Finney, 
Ziba  Ellis,  Samuel  Bradford,  Benjamin  Ward,  David  Clark, 
Aaron  Sampson,  Nathaniel  Brown,  Lemuel  Bradford,  Stephen 
Doten,  M.  Y.  B.  Douglas,  Samuel  H.  Doten,  Thomas  Sampson, 
A.  J.  Atwood. 

Pound  Keepers— Oliver  T.  Wood,  Hosea  C.  Bartlett. 

Wtater  Scrip  Sinking  Fund — William  H.  Nelson,  George  G. 
Dyer,  William  T.  Davis. 

Board  of  Health  —  Arthur  Lord,  William  P.  Stoddard, 
Charles  H.  Howland,  E.  D.  Hill,  James  D.  Thurber. 

Committee  on  Inland  Fisheries  —  Thomas  D.  Shumway, 
Charles  B.  Stoddard,  David  H.  Gilbert. 


VALUATION. 


Ileal  estate  $2,700,750  00 

Personal   1,300,007  02 


$1,061,447  02 

Number  of  polls,  1,013. 

Tax  on  polls,  $1.70. 

Hate  of  taxation,  $1.20. 

Number  of  horses,  434. 

Number  of  cows,  457. 

Number  of  sheep,  130. 

Number  of  dwelling  houses,  1,133. 


TOWN  MEETING. 


Copy  of  articles  in  warrant  for  Town  Meeting,  to  be 
held  in  Davis  Hall,  on  Monday,  March  15th,  1880, 
at  eight  and  one  halt  o'clock,  A.  M.: 

Article  1.    To  choose  a  Moderator. 

Article  %    To  choose  all  necessary  Town  oificors. 

Article  3.  To  choose  a  committee  to  regulate  the  fisheries 
ill  Agawam  and  Halfway  Pond  rivers,  and  to  take  such  other 
action  relating  to  the  same  as  may  be  necessary. 

Akticle  4.    To  choose  a  Water  Commissioner. 

Article  5.  To  hear  the  report  of  the  several  officers  and 
committees  of  the  Town,  and  act  thereon. 

Article  6.  To  revise  and  accept  a  list  of  Jurors  prepared 
by  the  Selectmen. 

Article  7.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Treasurer, 
under  the  direction  of  the  Selectmen,  to  borrow  money  in 
anticipation  of  taxes,  and  for  disbursement  under  the  provisions 
of  the  law  relating  to  State  aid,  and  to  defray  the  expouses  of 
tho  Town  after  January  1,  1881. 

Article  8.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Collector 
of  Taxes  to  use  all  means  of  collecting  the  taxes  which  a 
Town  Treasurer,  when  appointed  a  Collector,  may  use. 

Article  9.  To  make  the  necessary  appropriations  to 
defray  tho  expenses  of  the  Town,  and  for  other  purposes,  and 
to  raise  such  sums  of  money  as  the  Town  shall  deem  expedient. 


Article  10.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  authorize  the  Select- 
men to  sell  and  convey  lots  in  the  Burial  Ground  at  Manomet 
Ponds,  and  apply  the  proceeds  to  the  care  and  improvement  of 
the  grounds. 

Article.  11.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  the  sum 
of  five  hundred  dollars,  to  be  expended  for  improvements  in 
Vine  Hills  Cemetery,  as  petitioned  for  by  Charles  E.  Barnes 
and  others. 

Article  12.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  instruct  the  Water 
Commissioners  to  construct  a  high  service  'reservoir,  of  a 
capacity  of  not  less  than  twenty-five  hundred  thousand  gallons, 
and  appropriate  a  sum  of  money  for  the  purpose,  as  petitioned 
for  by  John  T.  Hall  and  others. 

Article  13.  To  see  what  aotion,  if  any,  the  Town  will  take 
with  regard  to  the  suit  of  the  Town  against  the  sureties  of  the 
late  Collector  of  Taxes,  as  petitioned  for  by  Lysander  Dunham 
and  others. 

Article  14.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  instruct  the  Water 
Commissioners  to  erect  stand  pipes,  at  convenient  distances,  to 
supply  the  water  cart,  for  use  in  sprinkling  the  public  streets. 

Article  15.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  appropriate  the  sum 
of  one  hundred  and  twenty-five  dollars  towards  defraying  the 
expenses  of  Decoratioo  day. 

Article  16.  To  see  if  the  Town  will  roconsider  its  vote 
fixing  the  number  of  Water  Commissioners  at  three. 

Article  17.  To  take  such  action  with  regard  to  the  number 
of  Water  Commissioners,  and  the  election  of  the  same,  as  the 
Town  may  consider  expedient,  as  petitioned  for  by  Winslow 
Drew  and  others. 


REPORTS. 


i  REPORT  OF  THE  BOARD  OF  HEALTH. 


v;  S?he  Board  of  Health  respectfully  submit  the  following  re- 
iport  for  the  year  1879  : 

The  Board  of  Health  elected  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
rTown,  March  19,  1879,  organized  by  the  choice  of  Arthur  Lord 

-$v'""'r 

l^as  chairman,  William  P.  Stoddard,  secretary,  and  Dr.  E.  D. 
ffljill,  physician. 

The  regulations  adopted  by  the  Board  of  Health  the  previous 
ear  were  published  in  the  Old  Colony  Memorial  and  Fbee 
JP.RESS  once  a  month  from  June  to  October.    All  complaints  of 
/existing  nuisances   which   were   made   to  the  Board  were 
>romptly  attended  to,  and,  in  the  majority  of  cases,  a  single 

.^notice  to  the  party  complained  of  was  sufficient  to  lead  to  the 

■9  - 

^removal  of  the  nuisance. 
^•The  Board  pursued  the  plan  of  personal  investigation  of 
lie  -drains,  cess-pools  and  vaults  in  the  more  thickly  settled 
ortions  of  the  Town ;  the  causes  of  complaint  were  examined, 
the  householders  required  to  remedy  the  defect.     One  of 


44 


the  largest  corporations,  at  the  request  of  tho  Board,  entirely 
reconstructed  the  vaults  connected  with  their  tenement  houses, 
and,  by  their  liberal  action,  removed  all  complaints,  and  greatly 
benefited  the  inmates  of  their  tenements.  Tho.  most  impor- 
tant action  which  the  Board  took  was  in  relation  to  tho  manu- 
facture of  fertilizers,  or  guano,  from  fish  or  other  animal  matter. 

Information  having  been  received  that  the  Standard  Fer- 
tilizer Company  had  purchased  a  tract  of  land  at  the  Beach, 
and  had  obtained  permission  from  the  Harbor  Commissioners 
to  build  a  wharf  near  the  (urn  in  the  channel,  a  careful  inves- 
tigation was  made  into  the  methods  of  manufacturing  guano 
employed  by  the  company,  and  the  effect  of  such  manufacture 
on  the  health  and  comfort  of  the  community.  It  was  found 
that  the  Board  of  Health  in  Boston  had  been  compelled  to 
take  stringent  action  in  regard  to  this  Company  upon  the  com- 
plaints of  citizens  frequently  made;  to  that  Board. 

And,  after  full  inquiry,  it  was  deemed  advisable  to  adopt  a 
regulation  forbidding  the  exercise,  after  date,  of  the  trade  or 
employment  of  manufacturing  fertilizers  or  guano  from  lish,  or 
other  animal  matter,  within  the  limits  of  the  Town  of  Plymouth, 
except,  at  such  place  or  places  as  may  have  been  or  ma}'  here- 
after be  assigned  by  the  Board  ;  such  trade  or  employment 
being,  in  the  opinion  of  the  Board,  a  nuisance,  hurtful  to  the 
inhabitants,  the  exercise  of  which  is  attended  by  noxious  and 
injurious  odors. 

Soon  after  the  adoption  of  this  regulation,  application  was 
made  by  the  Fertilizer  Company  for  permission  to  erect  build- 
ings and  cany  on  their  business  upon  Plymouth  Beach. 
After  a  full  hearing  before  the  Selectmen,  it  was  decided  not  to 
grant  the  request  of  the  petitioners,  and  they  were  given  leave 
to  withdraw. 

The  mortality  of  the  Town  has  been  less  in  1S79  than  in 
previous  years,  and  the  percentage  of  deaths  less.    The  nuffl- 
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ber  of  deaths  the  past  year  was  one  hundred  and  eighteen. 
Two  persons  have  died  who  were  over  one  hundred  }Toars  of 
age.  An  analysis  of  the  deaths  shows  a  diminution  of  the 
preventable  diseases  as  compared  with  previous  years,  and 
that  a  larger  proportion  of  aged  people  have  died. 

The  following  table  contrasts  the  years  of  1877,  1878  and 
1879: 

1877.  1878.  1871). 

Under  live  years  of  age   27  17  29 

Between  seventy  and  ninety  years.      29  42  39 

Over  ninety  years. .   1  2  4 

Causes  of  Deaths  in  the  Years : 

IS77.  1878.  1879. 

Consumption   15  15  20 

Diphtheria   17  0  8 

Cholera  infantum,  diarrlnra   and  )  0  „  , 

Teething  \  8  0  1 

Typhoid  fever   0  1*  I 

Dysentery   2  0  1 

Scarlet  fever   0  1  2 

The  other  principal  causes  of  death  during  the  year  are  : 
cancer,  four  ;  heart  disease,  twelve  ;  pneumonia,  eight. 

Two  eases  of  small  pox  were  reported  by  the  attending 
physicians  to  the  Board.  The  patients  wen?  carefully  isolated, 
and  all  the  usual  precautions  taken  to  prevent  a  spread  of  the 
disease.  As  the  small  pox  hospital  was  not  in  a  suitable  con- 
dition for  the  reception  and  care  of  patients,  and  the  diseaso 
appeared  in  a  thinly  settled  community,  remote  from  the  centro 
of  the  Town,  it  was  not  deemed  advisable  to  remove  the 
patients. 

Fortunately  the  cases  were  not  of  a  severe  character,  and 
the  patients  soon  recovered,  and  as  no  further  cases  wore 
rePorted,  the  diseaso  was  probably  confined  to  those  two 
instances. 

^^iidtlVctfv^^  kf§°ried  10  1,10  Board ofl,<m,lM  by  the  attending  physicians  us  arising 
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The  attention  of  the  Town  was  called  by  the  Board  of  1878 
to  the  expediency  of  a  repeal  of  chapter  sixty-three  of  the  acts 
of  1809,  entitled  :  "An  act  to  empower  the  inhabitants  of  the 
Town  of  Plymouth  to  choose  a  Hoard  of  Health,  and  for 
removing  and  preventing  nuisances  in  said  Town."  And  we 
recommend  that  the  Board  of  Health  for  the  ensuing  year  be 
instructed  to  petition  the  Legislature  for  the  repeal  of  that 
chapter. 

The  fact  that  questions  have  arisen  as  to  the  right  of  the 
Board  to  enforce  its  regulations,  except  under  the  provisions  of 
that  act,  and  that  the  General  Statutes  and  supplementary  acts 
in  relation  to  the  public  health  and  suppression  of  nuisances 
are  full  and  clearly  delined  by  judicial  interpretation,  make  it, 
in  the  opinion  of  the  Hoard,  advisable  to  act  only  under  those 
general  provisions  of  law,  and  not  under  a  special  statute 
applicable  only  to  Plymouth. 

The  expenditures  of  the  Board,  amounting  in  all  to  $69.15, 
have  been  approved  by  the  Selectmen,  and  paid  from  the  con- 
tingent fund. 

The  admirable  and  comprehensive  report  made  to  the  com- 
mittee of  public  sewerage,  by  the  engineer,  Mr.  L.  F.  Rice,  who 
has  made  a  special  stud}'  of  that  subject,  and  a  particular  and 
exhaustive  examination  into  the  requirements  of  the  Town,  has 
been  published  in  the  Olu  Colony  MoioiUAL,  and  the  plans 
and  specifications  are  now  on  tile  at  the  Town  House. 

The  necessarily  large  expense  which  the  adoption  of  the 
recommendation  and  plan  made  by  Mr.  liice,  in  that  report, 
would  involve,  is  an  obstacle,  which,  in  the  present  condition  of 
the  public  treasury,  owing  to  the  expensive  system  of  pumping 
recently  adopted  by  the  Town,  must  prevent  the  "immediate 
construction  of  a  general  system  of  sewerage. 

The  construction  of  the  proposed  system  of  sewers  for 
North,  Main,  Middle,  Leyden  and  Court  streets,  from  Main 
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street  to  the  Court  House,  with  the  uecessary  manholes,  catch 
basins,  etc.,  has  been  estimated  by  the  engineer  at  $8,470-88,  or 
$1.86.i  per  linear  foot.  The  large  expense  per  linear  foot  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  the  outlet  of  the  system  at  North  street  is 
included  in  this  estimate,  the  outlet  being  the  most  expensive 
part  of  the  work. 

The  Board  are  unwilling  to  recommend  that  the  Town  incur 
so  large  an  expense  at  present,  and  while  the  Leyden  street 
sewer  works  as  well  as  it  has  of  late,  the  necessity  for  the  con- 
struction of  a  new  sewer  on  that  street,  connecting  with  the 
main  outlet  by  a  line  of  pipe  laid  through  Water  street,  does 
not  exist. 

But  the  time  has  come  when  some  action  must  be  taken  to 
abate  the  nuisance  arising  from  the  offensive  condition  of  the 
street  openings  in  Main  and  North  streets,  which  are  a  fruitful 
source  of  complaint.  It  may  be  possible  to  obviate  much  of 
the  present  evil  by  the  construction  of  an  underground  trap 
connecting  with  the  catch  basin  at  the  head  of  Middle  street, 
on  Main  street,  and  by  the  relaying  of  the  sewer  pipe  in  Main 
street,  and  severing  its  connection  in  Shirley  Square  with  the 
North  street  sewer. 

The  sewerage  of  Main  street  should  be  carried  by  a  line  of 
pipe  laid  down  Middle  street  and  round  Cole's  Hill,  connecting 
there  with  the  North  street  sewer,  as  recommended  by  the 


u§&  engmeer. 


gjg|  m    iue  condition  of  the  Main  street  sewer,  owing  to  its  being 

^M:lm^roPer^  anfl  irregularly  laid,  and  its  consequent  partial 

D£  w*kh  sewage,  is  such  as  to  require  prompt  and  thorough 

^gfC^on  on  the  part  of  the  Town.    As  at  present  constructed  it 

^^jurious  to  the  health,  and  a  source  of  annoyance  to  the 
P&blic 

llie  catch  basin  at  the  head  of  the  North  street  sewer 
Properly  trapped,  and  frequently  Hushed,  much  of  the 
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nuisance  would  undoubtedly  be  removed.  For  this  reason  the 
Board  renew  the  recommendation  of  their  last  report,  that  the 
sewers  be  placed  in  the  charge  of  the  Water  Commissioners, 
who  should  be  required  to  take  every  precaution,  by  a  frequent 
and  thorough  flushing  with  water  from  the  hydrants,  to  keep 
the  basins  at  the  street  openings  clean  ami  odorless.  If  venti- 
lators were  also  attached  to  the  sewers  and  carried  above  the 
roofs  of  the  houses,  the  oii'ensive  odor  could  be  obviated  in 
part. 

The  Town  having  made  no  appropriation  for  the  use  of  the 
Hoard,  no  considerable  expense  could  be  properly  incurred, 
and  the  more  important  recommendations  they  are  unable  to 
carry  out.  It  has  been  found  in  Boston  that  great  benetit  has 
been  derived  by  a  thorough  inspection  of  the  houses  of  the  city 
by  a  competent  inspector,  who  by  careful  and  simple  tests  is 
able  to  detect  the  presence  of  sewer  gas  in  the  houses,  and 
defects  in  the  connections  between  the  houses  and  line  of  street 
sewers.  In  a  large  proportion  of  the  houses  examined,  radical 
defects  were  discovered,  and  the  danger  to  the  health  of  the 
inmates  averted  by  some  slight  repairs.  Ft  is  believed  that 
such  an  examination  would  be  of  benefit  to  the  health  of  this 
community,  and  we  would  have  obtained  the  services  of  somo 
competent  inspector,  and  had  the  needed  examination  made, 
had  there  been  an  appropriation  at  our  disposal. 

The  Board  ask  for  an  appropriation  of  two  hundred  dollars 
for  the  ensuing  year. 

ARTHUR  LORD,  ] 
WILLIAM  P.  STODDARD,  |  Board 
E.  D.  1 1 1 LL,  \  of 

JAMKS  1).  THUItUEU,        |  Health. 
CHARLES  H.  HOW  LAND,  J 


OVERSEERS  OF  THE  POOR. 


REPORT. 

We  can  report  to  the  Town  that  its  poor  at  the  Almshouse 
during  the  year  that  has  just  closed  have  been  kindly  treated, 
have  had  faithful  care,  and  good  food,  shelter  and  clothing. 

The  poor,  not  inmates,  have  had  their  wants  supplied,  not 
scantily  or  grudgingly,  yet  with  carefulness. 

The  Overseers  have  exercised  their  best  judgment  in  bestow- 
ing the  alms  of  the  Town.  That  they  at  times  have  made  mis- 
takes, they  are  quite  willing  to  admit. 

About  the  number  of  applications  for  assistance  have  been 
made  during  the  year  as  in  former  years,  but,  as  will  be  seen 
by  the  figures,  we  have  not  exceeded  our  appropriation. 

The  Town  has  the  satisfaction,  in  raising  money  to  help 
along  the  poor,  that  with  small  sums  for  bread  widely  scattered, 
they  relieve  a  large  amount  of  distress,  and  smooth  the  way 
°f  life  for  a  large  number  of  grateful,  deserving  persons. 

Although  the  money  raised  for  the  poor  is  not  so  conspic- 
uous as  some  other  town  expenditures,  yet,  it  interests,  and  is 
4>  appreciated  by  us  all. 

I  Charity,  like  Mercy,  "is  twice  blessed  :  It  blesses  him  that 
I  gives  and  him  that  takes." 

"The  short  anil  simple  annals  of  the  poor,"  touches,  or 
J&ould  touch  all  hearts. 
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The  Almshouse  needs  some  repairs,  and  an  additional  num- 
ber of  sleeping  rooms  will  be  necessary  at  no  distant  day.  It 
lias  a  pleasant,  sunny  location,  is  well  sheltered  from  the  north 
and  east  winds,  and  can  be  extended  and  enlarged  without 
great  expense  so  as  to  meet  all  future  wants  of  the  Town. 

Tramps  have  been  less  numerous  in  Town  than  in  some 
former  years.  In  the  year  1878,  we  entertained  at  the  Alms- 
house 1,021)  ;  the  last  year  but  517.  Why  the  Legislature  does 
not  enact  a  law  that  will  relieve  the  community  of  this  annoy- 
ing and  dangerous  element,  is  ;i  question  that  we  have  not  seen 
satisfactorily  answered. 

The  Town  raised  for  the  support  of  the  poor  the 


past  year   $7,000  00 

Received  from  other  towns  for  relief  furnished 

their  poor   1,752  80 

Balance  undrawn  Jan.  1,  1879   188  17 

$8,041  03 

Amount  expended   $8,878  70 

Amount  unexpended  Jan.  1,  1880   02  33 

$8,041  03 


Amount  raised  for  the  support  of  the  insane  poor.      $1,450  00 

Received  as  reimbursements   279  40 

Balance  undrawn  Jan.  1,  1879   204  78 

$1,994  18 

Amount  expended  ".       $1,418  51 

Amount  unexpended   575 

$1,994  tfj 


Poor  at  the  Almshouse. 


Number  of  inmates  Jan.  1,  1871)   22 

Number  admitted  during  the  year   G 

Number  discharged   4 

Number  died   3 

Number  remaining  Jan.  1,  1880   21 

Insane  Poor. 

Number  of  pour  at  the  hospitals  Jan  1,  1879   8 

Number  of  poor  discharged   0 

Number  of  pour  died   0 

Number  of  poor  admitted   1 

Number  of  poor  remaining  Jan.  1,  1880   9 

Tramps. 

Number  entertained  during  the  year   517 


We  recommend  that  there  be  raised  for  the  support  of  the 
poor  for  the  cunent  year  $7,000,  and  for  the  support  of  the  in- 
sane poor  $1, 000,  whieli  is  $150  loss  than  was  appropriated  the 
last  year. 

WILLIAM  11.  WHITMAN,  )  Uvewevsof 
JOHN  CHlUtCHiLL,  J   tht  Pour. 


FIRE  DEPARTMENT. 


The  following  annual  report  of  the  Plymouth  Fire  Depati 
ment  for  the  year  1871),  1  respectfully  submit  to  the  Hoiiorab] 


Board  of  Selectmen  of  the  Town  of  Plymouth.  < 
Expenses  of  the  Department. 

By  balance  from  old  account,  Jan.  1   £11  4 

appropriations,  March  17   2,200  C 

receipts,  Dec.  ?>l   2  ri 

■  S2,2l7l 

Dr. 

J 

To  expenditures   $2,31f 

Overdrawn  balance   $10* 


T  recommended  an  appropriation  of  $2,400  for  the  ensu: 
year.    As  will  be  sceu,  we  have  overdrawn  our  appropriat«<| 
This  comes  from  the  general  wear  and  decay  of  the  apparr 
and  its  connections.    It  is  expected  of   us  by  the  citizens"J 
this  Town  that  we  keep  this  Department  in  a  reliable  conditio 
and  we  have  endeavored  to  do  so.  ; 

i 
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Apparatus, 

The  apparatus  is  the  same  as  given  in  the  report  of  last 
year.  It  consists  of  two  steam  fire  engines  with  hose  carriages, 
two  hand  engines,  each  with  hose  carriages,  one  hook  and 
ladder  truck,  two  hand  engines  that  are  not  in  working  order, 
but  could  be  made  so  at  a  small  expense.  The  question  has 
been  asked  why  not  sell  them?  I  share,  with  other  citizens  of 
the  Town,  a  feeling  of  veneration  on  account  of  their  antiquity 
and  the  good  services  they  have  done  in  olden  times.  There 
nre  also  four  independent  hose  carriages,  also  two  force  pumps. 
The  above  is  all  in  good  working  order. 

Hose. 


There  has  been  purchased,  this  year,  two  hundred  feet  of 
new  hose,  one  hundred  feet  of  old  having  been  condemned  ; 
on  hand,  and  tit  for  service,  :j,400  feet. 

Reservoirs  and  Hydrants 


ftre  all  in  good  condition.    With  the  increased  water  pressure, 
it  will  be  our  policy  to  use  the  hydrant  pressure  where  it  can 
l^6  done  so  satisfactorily.    There  has  been  purchased,  the  past 
|y«ar,  two  post  hydrants  ;  one  has  been  set  on  Fremont  street, 
other  will  be  placed  on  Lothrop  street,  when  larger  pipes 
^"elaid  there,  so  as  to  warrant  a  full  supply  of  water.    I  here 
that  this  Board  will  grunt  no  further  use  of  hydrants  for 
^inkling  streets. 


tii 


r-^he  houses  of  the  Department  are  in  good  condition,  with 
•>e  excePtion  of  the  Honk  and  I  .adder  room.    In  my  last  years 
eport  I  stated  the  objections  to  it.    Very  likely,  at  no  distant 
£tu&Town  will  provide  better  quarters. 
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Manual  Force. 

The  manual  force  of  the  Department  is  one  hundred  ar 
forty  men,  with  a  Board  of  Engineers  of  five  men,  and  twerti 
call  members  at  North  Plymouth,  on  pay  only  at  time  of  actu 
service. 

Fires. 

There  has  been  but  two  alarms  of  fire  during  the  yes 
May  10,  a  building  belonging  to  the  Woolen  Mill  Company  w; 
damaged  to  tho  amount  of  ten  dollars  ;  caused  by  sparks  fro 
chimney.  Sept.  19,  a  fire  occurred  at  the  house  of  B.  F.  Fieli 
partially  destroyed  ;  covered  by  insurance  ;  cause  unknot 
Under  this  head,  I  would  recommend  to  tho  church  societies, 
Town  that  they  put  ladders  upon  their  buildings.  Every  o: 
will  see  that  in  a  threatening  (ire,  it  would  be  of  great  adva 
tage  to  the  firemen,  and  may  be  the  means  of  saving  a  genei 
conflagration.  ^ 

Remarks. 


Although  the  calls  for  the  labor  of  the  Department  for  t 
year  have  not  been  frequent ;  when  called  for,  they  have  sho* 
by  their  promptness  and  good  conduct,  that  they  do  not  for£ 
that  they  are  firemen  and  are  always  ready,  for  which  recei 
my  thanks.  I  also  thank  my  assistants  for  their  valual 
recommendations. 

SAMUEL  BRADFORD, 

Chief  Engineer  Fire  Department' 
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Duxtmry  &  Cohasset  Railroad  Sinking  Fund. 


To  the  Selectmen  of  Plymouth  : 

Genfh-mrn  : — The  following  statement  of  the  condition  of  the 
Duxbury  <fc  Cohasset  Railroad  Sinking  Fund,  at  this  time,  is 
respectfully  submitted  : 

Dh. 

To— 

Amounts  received  from  Town  Treasurer  at  various 

times   $11,103  20 

Income  received  from  same   1,555  GO 

$12,748  80 

On. 

By- 

Cook  County                      $500  bond,  @  7  per  cent.,   $515  00 

City  of  Chicago                 $1,000  bond,  @  7  per  cent.,  1,007  50 

Plymouth  Water  Scrip      $1,000  bond,  (m  G  per  cent.,  1,067  50 

Old  Colony  Railroad         $2,000  bond,  (m  7  per  cent.,  2,207  50 

Old  Colony  Railroad          $1,000  bond,  @  G  per  cent.,  1,022  50 

Boston  <v  Lowell  Railroad  s2,000  bond,  @  G  per  cent,,  2,000  00 
Boston,  Concord  k  Montreal  Railroad,  $2,000  bond, 

<<>■  7  per  cent                                                    2,219  53 

Eastern  Railroad,  $1,000  bond,  (<v  4.\  per  cent                 832  75 

Webster  Rank,  five  shares                                              550  00 

Old  Colony  National  Bank,  ten  shares                          1,250  98 

DePosit  in  Plymouth  Savings  Bank                                 15  5-4 

$12,748  80 

J  NO.  J.  RUSSELL,  ) 
GEORGE  G.  DY  EE,  \  7V</.s/<r.y. 
ISAAC  BREWSTER,  j 

Plymouth,  February  17th,  1880. 


PLYMOUTH  WATER  SCRIP  SINKING  FUND. 


To  the  Selectmen  of  Plymouth  : 

Gndlcmm  : — Wo  submit  the  following  report  of  the  condition 
of  the  Plymouth  Water  Scrip  Sinking  Fund  at  the  present 
time  : 

Dit.  ' 

To  amounts  received  from  Town  Treasurer   $1,759  43 

Income  on  the  same   60  80 

si, 820  23 

Gk. 

By  United  States  4.J  per  cent,  bonds   *717  50 

Mansfield  &  Framingham  Railroad  bond,  6  per 

cent   1,025  67 

deposit  in  Plymouth  Savings  Bank   77  06 

81,820  23 

WILLIAM  H.  NELSON,  )  T  . 
GEORGE  G.  DYER,        f  1 ' <,s(ecSt 


Plymouth,  February  17th,  1880. 


REPORT  OF  THE  WATER  COMMISSIONERS. 


The  year  past  lias  called  for  an  important  and  expensive 
outlay  for  the  purpose  of  providing  an  increased  supply  of 
water,  the  Town  having  authorized  the  Commissioners  to  fur- 
nish the  Plymouth  Woolen  Mill  with  a  quantity  not  exceeding 
two  hundred  thousand  gallons  for  manufacturing  purposes. 

The  application  of  the  present  proprietors  of  the  mill  for  the 
conditions  under  which  a  supply  could  be  furnished  them  if 
desired,  resulted  in  their  application  being  laid  before  the  Town' 
at  a  meeting  held  September  30,  1878,  at  which  meeting  the 
mutter  was  referred  to  a  committee,  and  a  report  was  submitted 
by  them  at  a  meeting  held  October  14th,  of  the  same  year,  and 
the  following  votes  were  passed  : 

"The  Water  Commissioners  are  hereby  authorized  to  lay  a 
six  inch  iron  and  cement  pipe  from  the  head  of  the  Plymouth 
Acqiiedncl  Company,  purchased  by  the  Town,  or  from  such 
point  on  the  Town  Brook  as  may  be  agreed  upon  with  other 
Pities  interested  in  said  stream,  to  the  Plymouth  Woolen 
Mill*  and  the  Old  Colony  Railroad  station,  for  watering  streets 
and  tor  such  other  uses  as  may  economize  the  use  of  water 
from  South  Pond." 

Also  voted  :  "That  the  Town  accept  the  proposition  of  par- 
*,e8  ?ho  Propose  to  purchase  the  Plymouth  Woolen  Mills,  for 
lsinng  water  for  manufacturing  purposes  in  said  mills  for  a 
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period  of  fifty  years,  for  a  mill  not  exceeding  twelve  sets, 
provided  the  same  shall  not  exceed  two  hundred  thousand 
gallons  per  working  day,  and  the  same  shall  be  used  economi- 
cally, under  such  restrictions  and  conditions  as  may  be  agreed 
upon  by  a  contract  in  writing  by  the  Water  Commissioners  i  . 
behalf  of  the  Town  ;  and  provided  further  that  the  Town  shall  . 
not  stipulate  to  maintain  an  acqueduct,  or  to  furnish  water  an 
aforesaid  in  case  of  interruption  by  accident  or  for  repairs,  on  1 
condition  that  the  owners  of  said  mill,  and  their  assigns,  shall  j 
pay  an  annual  rent  equal  to  the  interest   on   tin;  cost  of  the 
outlay   for  the  said  work,  and  not  less  than   three  hundred 
dollars  per  year,  payable  semi-annually,  said  mill  having  the  I 
prior  right  to  the  said  water,  subject  to  the   right  of  the  Town  ;] 
to  use  the  same;  in  case  of  accident,  lire,  or   repairs  of   the  i 
South  Pond  water  pipes  or  its  connections." 

An  appropriation  w  as  also  voted  at  the.  annual  meeting  in  fi 
April,  LS70,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  this  vote  into  effect. 

While  the  Commissioners  were  maturing  arrangements  for.V 
the  work  contemplated  by  these  votes,  having  progressed  so  ! 
far  as  to  receive  proposals  for  laving  the  water  pipes,  a  meeting 
of  the  Town  was  called  for  the  purpose  of  acting  on  the  ques- 
tion of  a  reconsideration  <>i'  the  \ole  auih-oriziug  the  supply  to 
the  Woolen  Mill  from  the  Town  Brook,  and  also  to  consider  aj 
proposition  for  increasing  (he  supplv  of  water  bv  means  of  a 
steam  pump.  . 

At  this  meeting,  held  on  the  10th  day  of  May  last,  the  pre-jj 
vious  action  of  the  Town,  authorizing  the  taking  of  water  frorrn 
Deep  Water,  was  reconsidered,  and  a  vote  passed  bv  which  "thol 
Water  Commissioners  were  authorized  and  directed  to  procure! 
a  steam  pump  of  such  manufacture  as  they  may  consider  expe- J 
dient  and  for  the  interest  of  the  Town,  the  said  pump  to  be 
connected  with  the  South  Pond  water  pipes,  and  located  at  such 
point  as  they  may  lind  best  for  the  working  of   such  pump* 


i 

X 
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unless,  in  their  judgment,  an  arrangement  more  advantageous 
for  the  Town  can  be  made  by  the  purchase  or  lease  of  a  water 
privilege  on  Town  Brook  or  Billington  Sea,  and  b}T  pumping 
the  supply  water  used  by  the  Town  by  water  power/' 

Worthington  Steam  Pump. 

No  suitable  arrangement  for  the  operating  a  pump  by  water 
power  appeared,  and  proposals  were  invited  for  tlie  furnishing 
a  steam  pump,  resulting  in  the  acceptance,  on  the  21st  of  June, 
of  the  bid  by  If.  R.  Worthington,  Msq.,  of  New  York,  for  a 
Worthington  Compound  Condensing  Duplex  Pumping  Engine, 
of  the  capacity  of  (50,000  gallons  per  hour  delivered  against  a 
pressure  due  to  seventy  feet  head  above  centre  line  of  pump, 
boiler  pressure  required  not  over  thirty  pounds,  it  being  also 
understood  that  the  engine  has  ample  capacity  to  deliver  the 
contract  quantity  (00,000  per  hour)  against  a  pressure  equal  to  a 
height  of  one  hundred  and  seventy -live  feet  and  a  steam  pres- 
sure of  sixty  pounds,  at  a  piston  speed  not  exceeding  seventy- 
five  feet  per  minute,  the  contract  price  being  s7,000.  The 
engine  has  two  high  pressure  steam  cylinders,  fourteen  inches 
in  diameter  ;  two  low  pressure  twenty-four  and  one  half  inches 
in  diameter;  two  plunges  fourteen  inches  in  diameter  and 
eighteen  inches  stroke. 

The  boil  er  is  return  tubular  set  in  double  expansion  walls, 
having-  four  hundred  square  feet  heating  surface. 

The  Commissioners  desired  the  starting  of  the  pump  before 
the  Woolen  Mill  commenced  drawing  from  the  works,  or  by  the 
hist  of  November,  but  the  selection  of  a  location,  and  obtaining 
plans  tor  the  pump  house,  caused  an  unavoidable  delay,  and 
^e  building  was  not  prepared  for  placing  the  pump  and  boiler 
connections  until  December  l23d. 

^Ve  aye  able  to  report,  however,  that  the  pump  was  put  in 
°Peration  on  the  24th  of  January,  and  has  continued  to  deliver 
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water  freely,  the  reservoir  being  tilled  to  its  capacity,  giving  an 
increased  head  of  eight  feet  from  the  lowest  point,  since  the 
Woolen  Mill  commenced  drawing,  and  four  feet  above  the 
present  level  of  South  Pond  ;  contains  little  more  than  2,000,000 
gallons.  No  tests  of  the  full  capacity,  or  duty  of  the  pump, 
have  yet  been  made,  although,  since  starting,  the  delivery  a 
large  part  of  the  time  lias  been  about  42,000  gallons  an  hour, 
through  !),000  foot  of  driving  pipe,  against  a  head  of  fifty  feet 
on  the  main  pipe,  with  a  boiler  pressure  of  twenty-three 
pounds,  and  sixty  strokes  a  minute  of  the  pump  plungers.  The 
well  known  reputation  of  the  builder  warrants  a  fulfilment  of 
the  contract  whenever  it  is  fount  I  expedient  to  apply  the  con- 
tract test.  Probably  the  time  will  not  soon  arnive  when  one 
hundred  and  seventy-live  feet  head  of  water  will  be  required, 
or  a  supply  of  00,000  gallons  an  hour  needed,  but  it  was  con- 
sidered good  economy  to  procure  a  pump  that  by  slow  and  easy 
working  would  supply  all  probable  wants. 

The  agent  of  the  builder,  D.  H.  Johnson,  Esq.,  has  withheld 
no  efforts  that  would  feud  to  make  this  pump  all  that  the 
contract  specified,  or  that  w  as  expected  by  the  Water  Board. 

Location  of  Pump. 

It  was  deemed  advisable  to  relieve  the  main  pipe  from  the 
pressure  requited  of  a  driving  main,  provided  a  sufficient  quan- 
tity of  water  could  be  obtained,  and  secure  a  location  for  the 
pump  station  as  near  the  Town  as  possible.  With  this  view  a 
lot  near  the  Plymouth  Mills  was  selected,  under  the  expectation 
that  about  28,000  gallons  of  water  per  hour  would  be  the  quan- 
tity the  pump  would  deliver,  the  length  of  pipe  from  this  point 
to  South  Pond  being  nearly  K{,000  feet. 

This  delivery  was  estimated  by  the  engineer,  and  based  on 
the  supposition  that  the  main  pipe  from  South  Pond  was  laid 
on  or  below  a  grade  line  to  the  pipe  at.  Deep  Water  bridge- 
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By  reference  to  the  report  of  the  consulting  engineer,  on  con- 
struction of  the  works  in  1855,  it  appears  that  a  portion  of  the 
pipe  near  the  Thomas  farm  was  above  this  grade  line,  which 
reduced  the  estimated  delivery  to  22,000  gallons  an  hour,  and 
the  contemplated  location  was  abandoned. 

At  this  stage  the  question  was  again  referred  to  Mr.  Her- 
schel,  our  consulting  engineer,  -  and  his  several  reports  are 
herewith  presented. 

By  reference  to  his  letter  of  .Inly  12fh,  IS!?'),  and  previous  to 
his  consideration  of  the  expediency  of  placing  the  pump  at 
Lout  Pond,  it  will  be  seen  that  he  gives  a  preference  to  a 
location  near  the  shore  of  South  Pond,  limiting  the  supply  that 
can  be  driven  through  the  pipe  economically,  to  20,000  gallons 
per  hour,  or  ;M8,0(M)  gallons  in  twelve  hours  running  time  of 
the  pump. 

This  quantity  being  50,000  gallons  less  than  the  amount  that 
the  Town  may  be  called  upon  to  furnish  during  the  next  sum- 
mer, it  was  evident  that  some  plan  for  an  increased  amount 
should  be  sought,  and  provision  made  for  the  future  increased 
consumption.  This  could  be,  done  by  increased  running  time  of 
the  pump,  bringing  increased  pay  of  the  engineer,  or  by  the 
laying  of  an  additional  main  pipe,  at  a  large  outlay.  Either  of 
these  expenditures  it  was  desirable  to  avoid,  and  the  proposi- 
tion of  a  location  at  Lout  P  ond  was  therefore  presented  to 
Mr.  Herschel,  and  his  reply  appears  in  the  paper  dated  July  20, 
1879,  giving  this  spot  his  preference. 

After  a  full  and  free  discussion,  a  majority  of  the  Commis- 
sioners decided  to  place  the  pump  at  Lout.  Pond,  and  at  a  point 
toat  would  intersect  the  grade  line  from  South  Pond  to  Deep 
^ater  bridge,  and  secure  the  28,000  gallons  an  hour  expected 
a^  the  first  contemplated  location,  relying  also  on  a  greater 
.8uPply  by  the  suction  power  of  the  Worthington  pump,  the  ex- 
Pected  addition  being  based  on  the  assurances  given  by  the 
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contractors,  and  wliicli  have  proved  correct,  the  pump  now 
delivering  from  33,000  to  35,000  gallons  an  hour  by  easy  work- 
ing, the  water  vacuum  or* draft  on  the  South  Pond  main  being 
from  ton  to  twelve  feet. 

This  delivery  will  supply  all  present,  and  probable  future 
needs  for  some  years,  and  whenever  the  consumption  calls  for  a 
greater  quantity,  and  the  Town  decide  to  obtain  it  by  laying  au 
additional  main,  the,  distance  and  cost  will  he  no  more  than  if 
the  location  were  at  SouMi  Pond,  and  equal  or  greater  ad  van- 
vantages  would  be  secured.  Whenever  the  present  supply  by 
the  South  Pond  main  proves  insutlicicnt,  all  future  outlay  may 
be  avoided  by  making  Lout  Pond  a  reservoir,  storing  the  night 
delivery,  and  drawing  from  it  such  amount  as  may  be  required 
in  excess  of  the  quantity  now  received  from  South  Pond  by 
twelve  hours  pumping. 

The  quality  of  the  wafer  is  undoubtedly  similar  to  that  of 
other  ponds  in  tin;  vicinity,  the  water  of  two  of  them  having 
been  examined  by  Professor  Flo  rs  ford  of  Cambridge,  and  pro- 
nounced of  purest  quality.  The  water  was  taken  from  this 
pond  on  starting  of  the  pumps,  the  supply  continued  for  three 
weeks,  and  no  canst*  of  complaint  of  discoloration  or  unpleas- 
ant taste  appeared.  No  drainage  from  impure  surroundings 
exist,  the  land  being  covered  with  forests  of  oak  and  pine. 

The  lot  upon  which  the  pump  house  is  built  was  purchased 
of  Mr.  T.  O.  Jackson  for  SloO,  includes  about  four  acres  of 
woodland,  the  line  running  about  forty  rods  on  the  shore  of  this 
pond,  and  the  cornea-  bounds  are  designated  by  stone  posts. 

A  pipe  chamber  of  brick,  laid  in  cement  mortar,  has  been  con- 
structed on  the  shore  of  the  pond  near  the  pump  station,  with 
which  a  ten-inch  pipe  is  connected  four  feet  below  the  usual 
height  of  this  pond,  and  the  pipe  carried  at  a  depth  of  thirteen 
feet  below  the  roadway  into  a  well  room  of  brick  in  the  base- 
ment of  the  pump  house.  Water  was  let  into  this  PJP^ 
October  9th. 
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The  water  of  this  pond  is  in  tended  mainly  for  supplying  the 
boiler  and  condenser,  as  the  quantity  required  for  this  purpose 
could  not  well  he  spared  from  the  South  Pond  delivery.  There 
undoubtedly  will  be  occasions  when  the  water  from  this  pond 
will  be  acceptable,  and  the  coming  season  will  very  likely  require 
a  supply  from  this  source,  as  the  dilapidated  condition  of  the 
pipe  chamber  at  South  Pond  will  require  attention  and  repairs, 
during  which  time  no  water  can  flow  into  it.  In  anticipation 
of  such  an  emergency,  a  ten-inch  pipe  connects  the  twelve-inch 
suction  pipe  of  the  pump  with  this  well  room,  and  by  the  rais- 
ing or  closing  of  a  valve,  water  can  he  taken  or  shut  otV  as 
desired. 

A  check  valve  is  to  be  placed  in  the  ten-inch  pipe  on 
Stoddard  street,  and  when  completed  tin*  Mow  of  water  into  the 
reservoir  can  be  regulated,  and  the  head  of  water  can  then  be 
raised  to  any  height  desired.  It  will  be  necessary  to  drain  the 
water  from  the  reservoir  when  this  work  is  done,  and  the  Town 
must  then  be  supplied  by  pumping  directly  into  the  pipes,  the 
engine  to  continue  running,  if  required,  during  the  night. 

Pump  House. 

Plans  for  the  pump  house  were  prepared  by  Mr.  L.  F.  Rice 
°f  Boston,  and  the  contract  for  the  carpenter  work  was  awarded 
;  to  Mr.  George  A.  Barnes  of  this  town.    The  engine  room  is 
twenty-four  by  twenty-seven  and  one  half  feet,  and  twelve  feet 
;  the  floor  four  feet  ten  inches  above  main  pipe.  The 
gorier  ro°m  is  twenty-one  by  thirty  feet,  fourteen  feet  high,  and 
v.  e  noor  two  feet  below  that  of  the  engine  room.    A  stairway 
etween  these  rooms  leads  to  the  second  story,  in  which  is  a 
Sl.nVenient  tenement  of  live  rooms,  exclusive  of  pantry  and 
l0°m,  allording  ample  accommodation  for  the  engineer 
ll/aUl^'  cn^mneJ  f°r  boiler  furnace  is  six  feet  square 

6  ase,  and  sixtv  feet  high  from  boiler  room  iloor.  This 
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piece  of  masonry,  and  also  the  foundation  of  building  and 
plastering,  was  contracted  for  by  Messrs.  Shaw,  Bradford  and 
Perkins,  and  the  several  parties  appear  to  have  properly  ful- 
filled their  contracts. 

Appointment  of  Engineer. 

Mr.  Harry  F.  Gibbs  received  the  appointment  of  engineer, 
and  was  employed  while  the  engine  was  being  placed  and  pre- 
pared for  working,  and  under  the  direction  and  instruction 
freely  given  by  Mr.  C.  T.  Johnson,  the  machinist  who  super- 
intended the  adjustment  of  this  machine,  he  derived  much 
valuable  information.  The  engine  was  put  in  charge  of  Mr. 
Gibbs  by  the  agent  of  the  contractors,  after  a  few  da}7s  practice 
in  running,  and  since  January  31st  has  been  solely  under  his 
care,  and  his  services  thus  far  have  been  satisfactory  to  the 
contractors  and  Commissioners. 

New  Workshop. 

The  building  for  use  of  the  Works,  recommended  by  the 
Commissioners  in  their  report  of  last  year,  and  authorized  by 
the  Town  at  the  annual  meeting  in  April,  1879,  has  been  com- 
pleted, and  gives  all  the  needed  room  for  Superintendent, 
workmen,  and  storage  of  materials.  The  building  is  one  stor}-, 
ten  feet  stud,  and  tinned  roof.  The  office  of  Superintendent  is 
thirteen  by  fifteen  feet,  with  an  adjoining  room  for  storing  the 
more  valuable  materials  used  in  pipe  laying.  These  rooms  are 
connected  with  one  twenty-four  by  twenty-six  feet,  used  for 
storing  finished  pipe  and  the  heavier  materials,  in  rear  of  which 
is  the  workshop,  eighteen  by  thirty-six  ieet,  in  which  are  all  the 
needed  arrangements  for  lining  pipe,  of  sizes  from  one  half  inch 
to  twelve  inches  in  diameter. 


:*The  large  yard  room  adjoining  the  "building,  renders  the 
remises  all  that  is  desired,  or  that  will  be  required  by  this 
epartment  in  the  future.  The  total  cost,  including  fixtures 
^d  furniture,  was  $932.11 


Extensions. 

By  reference  to  the  report  of  the  Superintendent  it  will  be 
seen  that  the  cost  of  extension  of  the  distribution  pipe,  includ- 
ing the  replacing  of  the  small  galvanized  iron  pipe  on  Fremont 
•street,  with  four-inch  cement  lined,  has  been  $1,035.99,  being 
.$885.99  in  excess  of  the  appropriation  made  for  extensions,  the 
/greater  part  of  which  excess  was  for  the  four-inch  pipe  carried 
ro  the  "Woolen  Mill  and  tenements  adjoining,  this  expenditure 
tot  having  been  anticipated  when  the  appropriations  were 
iade. 

Income  and  Water  Rates. 

M.T.  Willard  Wood  was  appointed  Collector  of  water  rates, 

nd  we  are  able  to  report  that  the  uncollected  bills  at  close  of 

to*  • 

^eyear  were  but  twelve  dollars.    The  receipts  have  been  : 

nts  for  the  year  1879   $9,928  61 

Bents  due  previous  to  Jan.  1,  1879   641  4.9 

$10,570  10 

^"This  sum  does  not  include  any  income  from  the  use  of  water 
yj  the  Woolen  Mill,  or  tenements  connected  with  it,  as  no  water 
rwas  taken  by  them  until  after  the  bills  were  issued.    The  in- 
crease from  this  source,  with  other  additional  takers,  may  rea- 
"nably  be  placed  at  $450,  and  the  income  for  1880  is  estimated 
fcnot  less  than  $10,400. 
?The  water  rates  adopted  by  the  first  Board  of  Commis- 
oners  in  1855,  under  authority  conferred  by  the  acts  author- 
ng  "the  Town  to  procure  a  supply  of  water,  continued  in  force 
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until  1805.    At  the  annual  mooting  that  year,  a  committee  was; 
chosen  and  instructed  to  revise  the  rates,  and  their  action,  ifj 
approved  by  the  Selectmen,  was  to  be  considered  the  tariff.  N«J 
record  appears  of  the  action  of  this  committee,  other  than  a 
priuted  sheet,  dated  18GG,  giving  rates  for  use  of  water  for  the 
different  purposes,  and  this  tariff,    amended  by  vote  of  the 
Town,   April  1">,   18(57,  has  continued  in  force.  Whatever 
changes  from  previous  years  appear  in  the  bills  issued  for  1871). 
.•ire  to  be  accounted  for  by  the  correction  of  the  rates  by  the 
Collector,  and  rating  them  as  required,  upon  the  assessed  val- 
uation of  the  property  supplied. 

A  tariff  in  convenient  pamphlet  form  has  been  prepared 
with  slight  changes,  where  it  appeared  that  buildings  occupied 
by  three  and  tour  families  were  assessed  no  more  and  in  some 
cases  less  than  if  occupied  by  two  families.  Hates  are  also 
made  for  hotels  of  more  than  forty  rooms,  and  for  water  closet? 
in  public  houses,  aud  as  thus  amended,  this  should  be  consid- 
ered the  tariff  for  the  future. 

General  Expenses  and  Condition  of  the  Works. 

The  expenditure  for  the  year,  under  this  head,  include  aj 
outlay  for  repairs  on  the  water  way  between  Great  and  Litt^ 
South  Ponds.  The  wooden  bridge  at  the  roadway  had  beeoux 
dangerous,  and  has  been  replaced  by  stone,  the  wall  on  eacl 
side  being  about  live  feet  high  and  covered  to  the  length  d 
fifty  feet.  The  rest  of  the  water  passage  to  Little  South  is  o 
wood,  and  in  very  poor  condition,  a  portion  of  which  should  ^ 
repaired  soon. 

Repairs  will  also  be  required  on  the  pipe  chamber  at  I/ittK 
South,  as  the  wooden  structure  which  has  been  used  for  tin 
purpose,  built  in  lttf>f>,  is  much  decayed.    The  inside  is  suflj 
ciently  large  to  receive  a  substantial  brick  lining  on  all  side- 
and  afford  ample  space  for  free  flow  of  the  water.    During  % 
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progress  of  this  work  the  Town  can  bo  supplied  from  the 
"Pump  Station"  pond,  and  the  present  head  and  needed  quan- 
tity maintained.  In  other  respects  the  Works  are  generally 
in  good  condition. 

The  estimated  outlay  for  ordinary  expenses  of  the  works  for 
the  ensuing  year  are  : 

For  Superintendent's  salary   $500  00 

expense  of  collecting  rates.   300  00 

permanent  laborer   000  00 

engineer  of  steam  pump.  ....   500  00 

seventy-five  tons  of  coal  (w,  $5.00.  .  .  375  00 

ten  cords  of  wood  for  lighting  tires  50  00 

lubricating  oil,  pump  packing,  etc  .  .  75  00 

expense  of  laying  service  pipe  and 

repairs   500  00 

interest  on  water  loan  (<r  o*  per  cent.  5,400  00 

interest  on  cost  of  pump  f</;  5  per 

cent   0*25  00 

$ \p  t.  -       ~-  -  $8,925  00 

m  Estimated  income  from  water  rents   $10,400  00 

Wk     Income  above  expenses    $1,475  00 

m ,  \  Expenses. 

\  ^n  classifying  expenses  incurred  for  extensions  of  wafer  pipe, 
i\6W  Workshop:  and  current  expenses  of  last  year,  the  amount 
,    each  may  uot  (.onipare  with  tlie  footings  on  the  Treasurer's 
Soots  under  these  several  accounts. 

^  Ue  arrangement  in  this  leport,  under  the  several  heads, 
£fe8euts  the  outlay  as  correct  as  could  be  ascertained  by  an 

j^mati°D  °f        bU,S  °n  tUe"  a^r6-ate  of  tl,e  total 

Wl11  llowevci  sliOW  tlie  same  resuIts- 
hi*'01-*1*  °f  1>ills  pail1  °n  SteaiiJ  l)uni,)  ttCcwuut  to  Jjlu" 

—         » is 5*8,521.71,  and  as  partial  payments  only  have  been 
%    lUcouiplete  contracts,  a  detailed  statement  is  omitted. 


68 

Cost  of  Extensions. 

Wrou glit  iron  shell  for  water  pipe   $400  63 

Cement   171  42 

Freight  on  materials    100  39 

Labor,  trenching,  lining  and  laying  pipe,  592  15 

Gates  set   17G  12 

Carting  sand,  pipe  and  cement   56  55 

Soldering  branches  and  faucets   G4  05 

Iron  gate  tops   74  08 

New  Workshop. 

Contract  for  building   $650  00 

Tinning  roof      Ill  76 

Painting  roof   12  00 

Pipe  lining  frame  and  bench   39  52 

Lumber  for  same   5  65 

Labor  cementing  floor,  and  cement   26  72 

Service  pipe,  plumbing,  aud  wash  bowl . .  65  21 

Furniture    13  00 

Advertising  for  proposals   1  00 

Trench  for  service  pipe   7  25 


Current  Expenses. 

Salary  of  Superintendent   $500  00 

C.  Davie,  collector  of  rates   43  75 

Willard  Wood,  collector  of  rates   187  50 

Clemens  Herschel,  advice   on  Woolen 

Mill  supply   45  20 

W.  H.  Sears,  advice  on  Woolen  Mill 

supply   55  05 

Amount  carried  forward ....  $831  50 


$1,635  99 


$932  11 


'Amount  brouglti forward......  $831  50 

services  . .  3  00 

ce  bridge  at  South  Pond   108  00 

jpipe  and  plumbing   94  59 

Sent:   45  00 

bad  freight  and  express   13  94 

ariiage  hire  and  teaming    129  73 

ate  lead  and  canvass     3G  92 

itucet  boxes   25  15 

ijggj . 

\x>ls  and  machinist  work   55  48 

mber   35  64 

on  service  pipe   54  39 

%r..   775  29 

hop  rent  and  storage  to  Sept.  1st   10G  00 

|j^ing  water  bills  and  tariff   48  25 

ots  and  stationery   29  93 

rporation  and  T  stores   G6  09 


$2,458  90 


Receipts. 

is 

jpn  hand  January  1,  1S79   $91  53 

fSrom  water  rents  .    10,570  10 

Rot  labor  and  materials   288  00 

gj.from  steam  pump  appropriation . .  .  121  2G 

£$rom  new  workshop  appropriation .  54  04 

from  extension  appropriation   750  00 

#or  pipe  laid  at  Woolen  Mill   150  90 


$12,025  83 
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Expended. 

Extensions   $1,635  90 

New  workshop   932  11 

Current  expenses   2,458  90 

Interest  on  w  ater  bonds   5,370  00  j 

To  sinking  fund   1,000  00 

Balance  to  credit  of  Works,  January  1,  I 

18S0   G28  83  % 

 $12,02j 

Respectfully  submitted,  ^ 

(J HAS.  O.  CHURCHILL,  )  rr/  .  n  .  .  I 
c?  a  ii  n  ii  r  Tj  i\rvm>xi  r  ll<<irr  horn  mission 
SAMUEL  H.  D01LN,     )  , 


I  concur  wil.li  the  foregoing  report,  except  in  the  conelm 
drawn  under  the  head  of  "Location  of  the  pump/'  I  d| 
also  to  testify  to  my  high  appreciation  of  the  advice  givei 
our  townsman,  Mr.  Walter  If.  Sears,  then  Chief  Engine' 
the  Pawtucket  Water  Works. 


WILLIAM  W.  BUEWSTEK 
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Letters  From  Mr.  Herschel. 


CnAKiJ£s  O.  CiuniciiiLL,  Samukl   II.  Dotex,  William  W. 
Bkkwktki:  : 

Witter  CtHiinti.Ksioners  nf  the  Town  of  Plymouth. 

(  Jf.ntlkmkn  : — In  advising  upon  the  location  of  your 
pumping  engine  .it  this  time,  1  find  a  marked  change  in  all  the 
considerations  that  have  hitherto  governed  my  reports  to  you. 
Until  now,  our  aim  seems  to  have  been  merely  to  bridge  over, 
temporarily,  some  existing  deficiency,  such  as  that  of  affording 
a  separate  supply  to  the  Woolen  M  ill,  or  to  slightly  raise  the 
level  of  the  water  in  the  town  reservoir,  and  so  on.  But  with 
the  resolve  to  purchase  and  erect  a  large  and  efficient  steam 
pump,  the  new  works  attain  a  permanent  character,  and  it  is 
proper  that  the  location  of  the  engine  house  and  all  other  parts 
°f  the  scheme,  be  in  harmony  with  these  new  features  of  the 
Water  Works.  \u  a  permanent  system  of  water  supply  by 
pumping,  it  is  of  value  not  to  be  obliged  to  pump  continuously 
night  and  clay.  The  delivery  ]><t  hntir  is  made  the  unit  of  com- 
parison on  this  account,  and  in  order  that  a  clear  representation 
f  tl 

,    he  daily  work  be  given.    Again,  if  (as  was  the  case  four 
ears  ago),  the  consumption  of  water  in  Plymouth  is  200,000 
sPer  day,  and  the  Woolen  Mill  may  claim  20,000  gallons 
ur>  it  is  reckoning  for  but  a  small  increase  in  the  growth 
°Wn,  to  base  the  works  projected  at  this  time  upon  a 
|  ^sumption  of  500,000  gallons  in  twenty-four  hours. 


I  have  drawn  on  the  profile,  in  a  red  dotted  line,-  what  our 
best  information  now  gives  us,  as  the  probable  Location  of  the 
ten-inch  main  pipe.  The  ruling  point  in  the  line,  for  all  por- 
tions of  the  Town,  below  it,  is  the  point  A,  "Alanson  Thomas* 
farm."  It  is  not  safe  to  rely  on  getting  any  more  water  through 
the  pipe  at  points  below,  without  suction,  than  may  be  got  at 
this  point.  With  suction,  again,  it  is  likely  that  an  additional 
head,  of  say  ten  feet,  may  be  made  to  act  on  the  pipe,  no  mat- 
ter where  the  suction  is  applied.  But  no  one  could  warrant 
that  such  would  prove  the  case  on  a  long  line  of  suction  pipe, 
about  which  so  little  is  positively  known  as  in  the  case  of  this 
ten-inch  main.  And  attention  should  be  called  to  the  obvious 
fact  that  sucking  water  requires  force  applied,  or  coal  con- 
sumed, and  that  to  produce  an  additional  ten  feet  head  by 
suction,  under  the  conditions  named,  may  require  -  an  expendi- 
ture of  coal  theoreticalljr  sufficient  to  lift  water  twenty  feet 
high,  more  or  less. 

Another  ruling  point  is  the  one  marked  B,  "Small  Gains,' 
(though  of  a  different  order;.  The  delivery  at  intermediate 
points,  between  A  and  B,  ma}T  roughly  be  taken  to  vary  with 
the  distance,  from  the  delivery  at  B  to  that  at  A,  "Alanson 
Thomas'  farm."  It  can  be  computed  for  any  given  points,  if 
need  be.    I  submit  now  the  following  table  : 


At  A 

At  B 

Gallons  pick  Hour. 

Delivery  with  the  pipe  flowing  freely  : 

22,000. 

39,000. 

Time  required  to  deliver  500,000 

gallons : 

About'  223  hours. 

About  IS  hours. 

Delivery  with  suction  producing  ten 

feet  additional  head : 

26,000. 

51,000. 

Time  required  to  deliver  500,000 

gallons : 

About  18  hours. 

About  91  hours. 

utT there  is  another  limit  to  the  delivery  of  the  ten-inch 
Lin,  "besides  the  measure  of  what  it  will  yield  to  the  pumps  ; 
d  that  is,  what  it  may  reasonably  be  called  upon  to  lead  away 
pin  them,  and  carry  to  the  reservoir.  Roughly  speaking  it  is 
>t  good  economy  to  allow  the  velocity  in  such  a  force  main  to 
Sxcoed,  materially,  two  feet  per  second  ;  because  the  resistance, 
u.e  to  friction,  becomes  then  so  great  that  the  cost  of  pumping 
becomes  considerable,  and  it  shortly  appears  that  it  is  better 
ieconomy  to  lay  an  additional  force  main,  rather  than  consume 
^'pal  and  engineer's  time  in  over-exerting  the  main  which  is  too 
iEmall.  Over- exertion  of  a  main  may  also  be  carried  to  such 
fexcess  as  to  endanger  the  safety  of  the  pipe.  At  two  feet  per 
|lecond  the  discharge  of  the  ten-inch  main  would  be  about 
|29j000  gallons  per  hour  ;  or  a  requirement  of  about  seventeen 
[fbburs  to  deliver  500,000  gallons.    And  to  produce  this  velocity 


f&rici -delivery  will  need  a  lift  of  about  forty-seven  feet  by  the 
mihps,  provided  the  water  is  all  delivered  in  the  reservoir  at 
ie^same  level  as  the  water  level  of  the  pond. 

'wice  this  delivery,  or  what  is  the  same  thing,  twice  this 
locity  in  the  pipe,  would  demand  four  times  as  much  work 
mi  the  pumps ;  that  is.  a  lift  of  one  hundred  and  sixty-eight 
[get,  whence  the  utility,  if  not  absolute  necessity,  of  laying  an- 
other main  in  the  future.    As  soon  as  the  regular  consumption 
itthe  Town  will  have  increased  to  400,000  or  450,000  gallons 
fjrday,  the  additional  main  will  have  to  be  laid,  probably. 
pVith  these  general  facts  before  you,  I  now  advise  you  to 
ice  the  engine  house  and  pumps,  either  (1)  at  the  point  B, 
^vSmall  Gains"),  or  (2)  near  the  shore  of  the  pond, 
jjpl)   If  placed  at  "Small  Gains,"  the  next  future  step  will 
tve  to  be  the  laying  of  an  additional  main,  thence  to  the 
ISgS  then,  after  another  interval  of  years,  the  laying  of  an 
[toaonal  conduit,  or  suction  pipe,  from  the  pond  to  the  engine 
Placing  the  engine  house  near  Lout  Pond  would  have  the 
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advantage  of  affording  a  supply  of  water  in  case  the  sari 
pipe  to  South  Pond  were  disconnected  for  any  purpose  ;  on  ih 
other  hand  is  to  be  said,  that  the  forvo.  main,  if  either,  is  th 
one  most  liable  to  an  accident  or  to  repairs,  and  that  the  rcser 
voir  furnishes  water  in  emergencies,  such  as  for  hies,  and  tha 
this  location  is  not  as  favorable  as  regards  hydraulic  condition 
of  How,  when  compared  with  the  location  at  "Small  Gains^ 
There  may  be  other  points  in  favor  of  the  Lout  Pond  location 
but  they  do  not  at  present  occur  to  me. 

(2)  If  the  engine  house  la;  located  near  the  pond,  the  puni 
would  be  connected  by  a  twenty-inch  pipe  with  the  twenfy-im 
pipe  laid  from  the  screen  house  to  the  shore,  and  this  part 
the  works  might  then  reasonably  be  considered  as  complete 
for  any  period  of  time  which  it  would  be  our  duty  to.  look  U 
ward  to.  An  additional  force  main  would  be  required  by  tl 
plan  about  the  same  time  ashy  the  plan  (1). 

1  do  ,,ot  see  tha:  the  .piestion  of  comparative  first.  ro? 
comes  in  ;  one  plan  costing  about  as  much  as  the  other.  It 
therefore,  largely  a  matter  of  viewing  the  future  prospects 
(lie  Town  of  Plymouth  in  a  bright  and  hopeful,  or  in  a  son( 
what,  despondent  fashion.  If  the  works  were  to  be  built  n< 
and  there  were  a  proper  appropriation  to  work  with,  we  shoi 
lay  a  larger  main,  and  probably  place  the  pump  near  the  pon 
as  it  is,  we  may  reasonably  place  the  engine  house  at  eitl 
place,  at  "Small  Gains,"  or  at  the  pond,  and  enlarge  our  p 
lines  in  the  future. 

As  regards  a  shock  to  the  suction  pipe  by  the  iutarmitt' 
action  of  the  pumps,  such  action  need  not,  be  feared  in  our  ci 
At  the  pond,  the  suction  pipe  would  not  be  under  pressure,  < 
at  "Small  Gains  '  the  pressure  would  be  only  a  few  feet  at  )*<  ■ 
Part  of  the  head  there  would  be  consumed  by  the  deliver: 
the  water  at  that  point  and  through  the  pipe,  and  then  ag« 
the  pump  stands  nine  feet  higher  than  the  pipe.    I  believe 
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if  asked  to,  IVIr.  Worthington  would  warrant  the  suction  pipe 
against  damage  from  shocks,  as  he  does  the  force  main. 

I  trust  that  you  will  call  my  attention  to  any  points  I  may 
have  omitted  to  report  on,  and  remain,  gentlemen, 

Faithfully  yours, 

CLEMENS  HEKSCHEL, 

Hydraulic  Engineer. 

Boston,  July  12,  18711. 


Plymouth,  July  2f>,  1879. 
Charles  ().  Churchill,  Samuel    H.    Doten,    Wjlijam  W. 
Brewster  : 

Wafer  Vfiminissitna  rs  of  the  T<nm  nf  P/jpintn/h. 

Gentlemen  :  I  have  examined  the  surroundings  of 
Lout  Pond,  and  having  now  considered  the  scheme  of  making 
use  of  this  pond,  in  the  future,  as  a  pump-well  or  reservoir,  I 
recommend  this  plan  for  your  adoption.  This  location  would 
permit  the  conduit  to  flow  for  the  twenty-four  hours  into  the 
pond,  whenever  the  pump  would  force  a  quantity  of  water  thence 
to  the  Town,  greater  than  the  conduit  could  deliver  during  the 
hours  of  pumping.  In  short,  and  as  you  will  have  noticed, 
1^  leanings  are  in  favor  of  the  Lout  Pond  location,  if  you  have 
nght  to  use  this  pond  as  a  reservoir ;  but  they  are  in  favor  of 
e  ^°uth  Pond  location,  if  you  have  not  this  right,  or  do  not 
|?koose  to  exercise  it. 

I  remain,  gentlemen,  faithfully  yours, 

CLEMENS  HERSCHEL. 


I  a 
tth 


SUl'HRINTHN PUNTS  RETORT. 


0.-K1CK  ok  BoMUxnomrar  Watku  W«mn 

PLYMOUTH,  Mass.,  January  1st,  lhhw.  1 

To  Ciiaki.ks  0.  C..0KCUOX.  Samuk,,  H.  Dotes,  W.u.iam  W 

BltKWSTKH  : 

I'lifiwuilh  IVtUvr  Commission' : 
GenI'LKMKN  : — In  accordance  with  the  requirements  of  Uw 
Water  Board,  I  herewith  present  the  sixth  annual  report  of  th< 

Superintendent. 

There  has  been  laid  daring  the  year  3,370  feet  of  wrough 
iron  and  cement  pip,.,,  at  a  total  cost  of  S2.028.52.  Of  tins  on 
,,m,dred  and  ten  feet  was  si,  eighths  inch  pipe,  hud  on  Pdgrm 
wharf,  from  Water  street,  for  the  purpose  of  watering  sh.ppmfc 
at  a  total  cost  of  $27.58.    Water  turned  in  pipe  April  28th. 

One  hundred  and  ninety-six  feet  of  three-inch  pipe,  lant 
street  between  Lothrop  Place  and  Court  street,  at  a  total  co. 

of  *70  53.    Water  let  in  pipe  August  7th. 

Three  hnndrcd  and  ninety-live  feet  of  three-inch  pipo,  » 
between  Commercial  street  and  Fremont  street  ;  seven  h«n<^ 
and  thirtv-eight  feet  of  fonr-ineh  pipe,  laid  in  Fremont  «W 
from  Sandwich  street  to  Union  street ;  ninety-two  feet  of  > 
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inch  pipe  on  Fremont  street,  from  Union  street  to  Charles 
Burton's  ;  one  hundred  and  twenty-nine  feet  of  two-inch  pipe, 
to  residence  of  Charles  1>.  Itice,  at  a  total  cost  of  $545.0.7,. 
including  the  cost  and  setting  of  one  three-inch  gate  in  Union 
street,  at  junction  of  Fremont  street.  Water  lot  in  pipe 
August  22d. 

Ninety-three  feet  of  six-inch  pipe  ;  live  hundred  and  sixty- 
five  feet  of  four-inch  pipe,  two  hundred  and  twenty-three  feet 
of  three-inch  pipe,  laid  from  Depot  Avenue  for  use  of  Woolen 
Mill,  at  a  total  cost  of  $513.25,  including  the  cost  and  setting 
of  two  four-inch  gates.    Water  let  in  pipe  November  21st. 

Sixty-nine  feet  of  ten-inch  pipe,  laid  from  pump  well  to 
Lout  Pond,  at  a  total  cost  of  two  hundred  and  seventy-three 
dollars. 

Six  hundred  and  ninety-six  feet  of  three-inch  pipe,  laid  on 
Lothrop  street,  and  through  Woolen  Mill  Village,  below  the 
Old  Colony  Railroad,  at  a  total  cost  of  $2(18.77.  Water  let  in 
pipe  November  19th. 

Sixty-four  feet  of  twelve-inch  pipe,  laid  from  main  pipe  to 
pump  house,  at  a  total  cost  of  including  the  cost  and 

sotting  of  one  ten -inch  and  two  twelve-inch  gates.  The 
above  cost  does  not  include  the  cost  of  the  cast  iron  bl  anches 
and  check  valve. 

Fivo  hundred  and  eighty-five  feet  of  two-inch  iron  pipe,  and 
Ninety-six  feet  of  two-inch  cement  pipe,  has  been  taken  up  on 
Fremont  street  and  replaced  by  four-inch  cement  pipe. 

!     The  number  of  service  pipes  inserted  during  the  year  is 
thirty-five  ;  length  of  pipe,  two  hundred  and  eleven  feet  and 
|  ^x  inches.    Cost  of  pipe,  $29.05.    Cost  of  trenching,  $23.90. 
cost  of  service  pipes  inserted  during  the  year,  s?2.7f>. 
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Whole  number  of  leaky  anil  obstructions  was    12 

Defective  pipe   0 

Joints   & 

Dirt   1 

Total   12 


The  total  cost  of  repairs  anil  removing  obstructions  on  the 
main  distributing  and  service  pipes  was  $21125. 

Of  the  leaks  and  obstructions  that  have  occurred  : 

In  service  pipes   5    The  cost  of  repairs.  ...  $5  20 

In  two-inch  pipe.    G    The  cost  of  repairs,  . . .   lf>  GO 

In  four-inch  pipe.   1    The  cost  of  repairs  ...     2  -15 

Total  uumber  of  leaks  ...12    Total  cost  of  repairs, ..  $23  25 

It  may  be  well  to  say  of  the  leaks  that  have  occurred  in 
service  pipes,  that  they  were  lead  pipes  except  one. 

Twelve  new  gates  have  been  established  this  year,  one  four- 
inch  gate  on  Sandwich  street,  junction  of  Fremont  street,  at  a 
cost  of  $27.20  ;  one  two-inch  gate  on  Fremont  street,  junction  of 
Sandwich  street,  at  a  cost  of  $15.30;  one  two-inch  gate  on  pipe 
leading  to  the  houses  of  T.  N.  Stoddard  and  Win.  T.  Davis,  at  a 
cost  of  $1().05;  one  two-inch  gate  on  Union  street,  junction  of 
Commercial  street,  at  a  cost  of  $13.25  ;  one  two-inch  gate  on 
pipe  leading  from  Court  street  down  to  the  houses  in  lield  of 
C.G.Davis,  at  a  cost  of  $11.  GO;  one  six-inch  gate  on  Court 
street,  opposite  the  store  of  Win.  Burns,  at  a  cost  of  £111. 75, 
making  a  total  cost  of  $118.15. 

One  three-inch  gate  set  on  Union  street,  at  junction  of  Fre- 
mont  street,  two  four  inch  gates  are  on  line  of  pipe  from  Depot 
Avenue  to  Woolen  Mill,  two  twelve-inch  gates  on  line  of  pipe 
from  main  pipe  to  pump  house,  and  one  ten-inch  gnty  on  main 
pipe  above  the  connection  of  the  pipe  leading  to  pump. 

Twenty-seven  service  boxes  and  one  gate  box  have  been 
taken  out  and  replaced  by  new  ones  at  a  cost  of  $31.30. 
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The  bridge  over  the  water  course  between  the  two  ponds 
has  been  rebuilt  with  stone,  at  a  total  cost  of  $181.44:. 

There  has  been  added  tu  the  water  takers  this  year,  nineteen 
families,  one  stable,  seven  water  closets,  three  bathing  tubs,  one 
provision  store,  one  past  ure,  one  candy  manufactory,  one  twelve- 
horse  power  engine,  one  boarding  house  with  twenty  rooms, 
and  one  Woolen  Mill. 

The  whole  amount  expended  for  labor  during  the 


year  is   ...      $1,611  09 

The    amount    received    for  labor 

trenching   $177  28 

The  amount  received  for  shutting-olV 

service   32  50 

Total  amount  received  for  labor.  .  $209  78 

Total  nut  cost  of  labor   $1,301  31 


Size  of  Pipe  in  Use. 

Main  and  distribution  pipe  laid  to  Dec.  31,  1879  : 

Twenty-inch  pipe   51 

Gone     5 

Twelve-inch  pipe   61 

.  Ten-inch  pipe   18,295 

i Eight-inch  pipe    4,051 

Six-inch  pipe   7,123 

[Four-inch  pipe   35,890 

|Three-inch  pipe   6,690 

^Two-inch  pipe   27,811 

^Two-inch  iron  pipe   795 

.One-inch  enamelled  iron  pipe.  .  .    520 

pix-eighths-ineh  cement  pipe    110 

BeYOn-eighths-ineh  iron  pipe   855 

•eighths-inch  lead  pipe   185 

Total  number  of  feet   102,757 


feet. 
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The  number  of  service  pipes  attached  to  the  main  ami  dis- 
tribution pipes  are  1,056,  the  street  length  being  '21,120  feet, 
making  with  the  main  and  distribution  pipe,  a  total  of  123,877 
feet,  or  23  miles  and  2,437  feut. 


Total  number  of  gates,  Dee.  31  108 

Twelve-inch   2 

Ten-inch   S 

Eight-inch   f> 

Six-inch   (.) 

Four-inch  33 

Three-inch       ...  (> 

Two-inch  38 

One-inch,  for  waste   7 

Total   108 


11.  \V.  BAGNELL,  N«jh;  inkuiknt. 


R I- PORT       Till:  TOWN  CLERK. 


Marriages  Registered  in  Plymaiith  in  1879. 


l)me.  Nume  of  Groom  hiuI  lliiile,  und  ki-'aiilunecs. 

Jan.  I).  tJolin  A.  Mayo,  of  Plymouth,  and  Margaret  J.  Cahill, 
of  Boston. '   Married  in  Boston. 

Jan.  18.  .John  W.  Valler  and  Ella  A.  Taylor,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Jan.    2o.    Cornelius  Brigga,  Jr.,  ami  Alice  J.  Wilson,  both  of 

Plymouth.    Married  in  Brockton. 
Jan.    2<J.    Guorge  P.  Tripp  and  Adeline  J.  Bellows,  both  of 

Pall  Uivor. 

Feb.  1-1.  Thomas  M.  South  worth  and  Lucy  A.  Tillson,  both 
of  Oarver. 

Feb.  18.    Charles  P.  iHiamberlin,  of  Worcester,  and  llebecea 

J.  Bobbins,  of  Plymouth. 
Fob.  22.    William  A.  Faunce  and  Maggie  0.  McCarty,  both  of 

Plymouth. 

Mar.  12.  John  Murry  and  Eugenia  J.  Jenkins,  both  of  Ply- 
month. 

Apr.  2.  J  a  urns  P.  Pane,  of  Kingston,  and  T.  Maria  Perry, 
of  Plymouth. 

Apr.  8.  Thomas  J.  Lebarron  and  Sylvia  A.  Morse,  both  of 
Middleboro. 

6 
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JOute.  Name  of  Groom  mid  liriilo,  and  Kosiilencud. 

Apr.  8.  Walter  H.  Chase  and  Minnie  J.  Wood,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Apr.  22.  George  A.  Edwards  and  Lizzie  M.  Pierce,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Apr.  23.  Henry  A.  Churchill  and  Asenath  C.  P>.  Hinckley, 
both  of  Plymouth.    Married  in  Ipswich. 

Apr.  24.  Robert  A.  Brown,  of  Kingston,  and  Marianna  Hedge, 
of  Plymouth. 

Apr.  25.    Charles  Hurley  and  Mary  Howard,  both  of  Plymouth. 
Apr.  27.    George  W.  Wood  and  Gertrude  A.  Currier,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Apr.  30.  Edwin  Dixon  and  Nellie  E.  Waterson,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

May  15.  George  AV.  Bradford  and  Lizzie  W.  Howard,  both 
of  Plymouth. 

May  18.  Charles  E.  Bumpus,  of  Carver,  and  Abbie  K.  Swift, 
of  Plymouth. 

May  29.    William  Thurston,   of   Plymouth,    and  Emma  F. 

Thomas,  of  Kingston. 
May  20.    Edward  W.  Wiiitten  and  Laura  Diman,  both  of 

Plymouth. 

June  3.  Wilbur  F.  Bramhall  and  Clara  B.  Lyons,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Juno    5.    William  G.  Doten,   of  Boston,  and  Flora  Leslie 

Gooding,  of  Plymouth. 
June    9.    Benjamin  P.  Harlow  and  llozilla  Mahuren,  both  of 

of  Plymouth. 

June  10.    George  A.  Faunce  and  Mercy  J.  Sharpo,  both  of 
.  Plymouth. 

Juno  15.  Walter  C.  Hammond  and  Eli/.a  A.  Chandler,  both  of 
Kingston. 

June  Ifi.  William  IT.  Wright  and  Mary  A.  Hodgson,  both  of 
Plymouth. 
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Dull:.  Name  of  (iroOMi  an  J  Uliilc,  UUii  Kr.bideiicCd. 

June  k28.    Chailcs  \V.  Sherman  ami  Susan  S.  Wood,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

July    3.    Herbert  0.  Churchill  ami  Emma  L.  Fuller,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

July     3.    Daniel  HiuchelilVo  ami  Aurissa  H.   Irish,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

j  July  G.  William  Draper,  of  Naugatuck,  Conn.,  ami  Fannie 
|  McDowell,  of  Plymouth. 

I  July    9.    Charles  H.  Drew  ami  Harriet  P.  Holmes,  both  of 
Kingston. 

I  July   10.    Frederick  T.  Harvey  ami  Henrietta  Pugh,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

July  17.    Charles  Wilis  and  Hannah  A.  Ellis,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

|j  July  1(.).    Lysamler  D.  Dunham,  of  Plymouth,  ami  Selissa  P. 

jMeloon,  of  Providence,  II.  I.  Married  in  Provi- 
dence. 

July  t2*.>.    Timothy   Kyau    and    Philomena   Picard,   both  of 
Plymouth. 

j   Aug.  17.    Joseph  J.  Kogun  ami  Jennie   P.  King,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

,  Aug.  23.    George  \\r.  Bumpus,  Jr.,  and  Sarah  Frank,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Aug.  31.    Walter  D.  Hall  and  Bmma  F.  Holmes,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Sept.    ci.    Leonidas  0.  Jewett,  of  Dayton,  Ohio,  and  Sarah  A. 
Purr,  of  Providence,  11.  1. 
;    Sopt.    (J.    Henry  T.  Burrell,  of  tjuiuey,  and  liebecca  S.  Swift, 
j  of  Plymouth. 

|  Sfpt.  15.  Oharhs  11.  llogers  and  Martha  D.  Barnes,  both  of 
j  Plymouth. 

I  Sept.  UK    Silas  \V.  Deane,  of  Middleboro,  and  Harriet  M.  Ellis, 

|  of  Plymouth. 

i 


I 

Dute.  Nunic  of  Groom  ami  Bride,  ami  UuiiUlciiucs. 

Sept.  19.    George  1).  Cummings,  of  Medford,  and   Annie  T.j 

Bishop,  of  Plymouth. 
Sept.  2tt.    E.  Q.  S.  Osgood,  of  Plymouth,  and  Mary  II.  Tower,! 

of  Ooliasset. 

Oct.     2.    Charles  F.  Brown  and  Sarah  J.  McLean,  both  of; 
Plymouth. 

Oct.     8.    Peter  J.  Murphy,  of  Brockton,  and  Katie  Hums,  of. 
Plymouth. 

Oct,     8.    James  B.  Brown,  of  Philadelphia,  and  Christina  E,| 

Burns,  of  Plymouth.  j 
Oct.   19.    Oscar  E.  Belknap  and  Maria   V\  Carey,  both  of- 

Duxbury.  1 
Oct.   21,    William  Dunham,  of  Plymouth,  and  Kli/.abeth  Ana 

Lewis,  of  Lynn.  Married  in  Lynn.  | 
Oct.    22.    Thomas  P.  Swift  and   Mary   L  Weston,  both  of 

Plymouth.  | 

Oct.    28.    James  Cassidy,  Jr.,  and  Tf attic  V.  Woud,  both  of 

i 


Plymoutl 


% 

Oct.    30.    Albert  G.  Saftbrd,  of  Plymouth,  ami  Clara  M.  Small! 

of  Oohasset.  Married  in  Oohasset.  ll 
Nov.     1.    James  H.  Paulding  and  Harriet  N.  Harlow,  both  of 

Plymouth. 

Nov.  2.  Silas  Valler  ami  llhoda  (iriswohl,  both  of  Plymouth 
Nov.     5.    Clarence  U.  Pillebrowne,  of  Plymouth,  and  Jennie  fJ 

Hollywood,  of  Brockton.  Married  in  Bioektopf 
Nov.   19.    Thomas  \V.  Williams,  of  Plymouth,  and  Hattie 

Johnson,  of  (Jreenwich,  N.  B. 
Nov.  20.    Herbert  A.  Peterson,  and  Lillian   Luring,  both  q[ 

Duxbury. 

Nov.  25.    Benjamin  H.  Weston  ami  llossio  H.  Churchill,  b$j 
of  Plymouth. 

Nov.  20.    Nicholas  Kriegel,  of  Plymouth,  and  Louisa  T.  Bejj 
hart,  of  Kingston. 


I 
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Date.  Name  ol'  liiouni  and  Brttlt;,  and  Kcaidunccs. 

Nov.  26.    Weston  A.  tihaw  ami  Annie  F.  Oldham,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Nov.  27.    Alonzo  J  j.  lilaekmor  ami  Edith  P.  Sampson,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Nov.  27.    Lewis  P.  Dunn,  of  Plymouth,  ami  Eliza  L.  Dinneeu 
Doc.  10.    Arthur  P.  Wall  and  Hattio  E,  liobbins,  both  of 
I  Plymouth. 

David  Clark   and   Ann   M.   Bartlett,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

J  til  icy  A.   Potior  and  Abbio  A.  Morton,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

James  Howard  Pinuey  and  Klla  P.   Benson,  both  of 
PI)  mouth. 

Henry  Pi  card  ami  Elizabeth  (iirrior,  both  of  Ply- 
mouth. 

Ciuorgc  K.   Doteu  and  Sarah  P.  Oat  heart,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Herbert  L.  Washburn  ami  Amy  13.  Weston,  both  of 
Plymouth. 

Allen    McDonald    and  Lizzie   O'Rourke,  both  of 
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SUMMARY. 


The  following  are  the  statistics  of  births,  marriages  aud  i] 
deaths  in  Plymouth  for  the  year  ending  December  31,  1871)  : 

Births. 


Number  of  births  registered  in  1879  ^1 

Males   73 

Females  70 

The  percentage  of  the  children  is  as  follows  : 

Both  parents  American  103  ' 

"      German   9.1 

"      Irish   | 

«'   Scotch   ia 

French   || 

"      Hungarian   \\ 

"      British  Provinces   J) 

Mixed,  one  parent  American  :   10 

"       other  nationalities.'   7 

Unknown   2 


97 


Marriages. 

Number  of  uiarriagoa  registered  in  1879 

Both  parties  born  in  United  States ....  . .  [  [  [  [  [ 5Q 

"     British  Provinces.  o 

"        »<  it    n    4 

Uermany  

Foreign  am]  Aaieriean  

Unknown...    ® 

  1 


71 


Deaths. 


Number  of  deaths  registered  in  Plymouth  in  187Q 
aredaud  thirty-seven;  nineteen  of  2   ^      t^ ^ 
and  were  brought  to  Plymouth  for  burial.  ^ 
Males  

Females    81 

Born  in  United  States   56 

"     Ireland..  128 


Germany  

"     England  [[[   "   2 

Scotland  

Birthplace  unkuown. . 


Stillborn  

Between   1  and   5  year*. 
10    "  20  " 


30 
50 
70 
90 


"  -10 
"  GO 
"  80 
"  100 


8 
4 
7 
15 
20 
3 


Agos. 

8    Under  one  year  

Between  5  and  10  years 

"  40  «  50  « 

"  00  «   70  « 

"  80  «  yo  « 

"  100  "  200  « 

Bespectfully  submitted, 

CURTIS  DAVIE,  nm  Ckrk. 


13 
7 
6 
11 
17 
17 
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School  Reports 

BY  THE 

SUPERINTENDENT  OF  SCHOOLS 

AND 

SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


WM.  H.  WHITMAN, 
P.  N.  KNAPP, 

GEORGE  G.  DYER, 

CHARLES  B.  STODDARD, 
JAMES  D.  THURRER. 

NATHANIEL  MORTON. 


Chairman— WM.  H.  WHITMAN. 
Secretary— JAMES  1).  THURBER. 


Superintendent  of  Schools— Oil  AltLES  BURTON. 


REPORT. 


.To  the  School  Committee: — 

Gentlemen : — In  making  my  annual  report  on  the 
state  of  the  schools  of  the  Town,  it  is  a  great  pleasure 
to  me  to  be  able  to  say  that  there  has  been  considerable 
progress  all  along  the  line  ;  perhaps,  all  the  progress 
that  could  be  expected  under  the  circumstances.  I 
have  observed  an  unusual  enthusiasm  on  the  part  of 
teachers  ;  a  greater  readiness  to  inquire  into  the  best 
methods  practised  in  other  places  ;  a  greater  desire  to 
perfect  themselves  in  those  departments  of  learning 
more  immediately  connected  with  their  profession,  and 
a  stronger  conviction  of  the  very  important  truth,  that 
the  teacher  must  be  more  than  the  text-book  ;  must  be 
able  to  clothe  its  lifeless  skeleton  with  flesh  and  blood, 
and  impart  to  it  a  living  soul.  This  increased  alertness 
on  the  part  of  the  teachers  has  produced  a  very  notice- 
able improvement  in  the  quality  of  their  work. 

We  are  gradually  working  down  to  greater  simplicity 
in  our  text-books,  and  are  selecting  those  which  have  a 
jess  amount  of  matter  in  ^hem,    l\  is  found  that  our 
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scholars  have  not  reasoning  powers  sufficiently  developed 

0  mas,.,  in  lhe  tillMJ  given_  ^  ^  ^ 

anthme  ,es  and  geographies  now  connnonly  in  use  •  con 
gently,  we  choose  those  that  are  n.re  e.en.en, 

»  not  durable  that  the   text-book  should  he  ' 
<«g  more  than  a  guide  to  help  the  teacher  in  ti  e 
systems  treatment  of  his  subjeet,  and  a  source  of 
-Pl  y  totheschohu.  of  all  those  elementary  p,i  i 
vine    need  to  he  fluently  repeated,   in  order  to  b 
deeply  nnpressed  upon  the  mind.      Every  teacher  w.  o 
'«  Properly  qualified  for  his  work    will  ran,e 
^v.and  a.1  around  his  text-hook,  ^ 
-ys  he  the  center  of  his  inactions.      What  is 
reference  to  too  advanced  text-hooks  in  our  case 
think  must  be  found  true   in  ofhe,-  ,1  , 

their  age  elsewhere. 

1  invite  attention  to  another  change  which  Ins  been 
-Progress  for  some  time,  hut  cou.d  L  have  h  I 

o  have  any  degree  of  completeness  until  the  , 
hvaVe  alwf^s  regarded  the  ability  to  inves.itrate  1 
Retina n  exhaustive  mannered 
of  that  mvesttgatmn  on  paper  in  an  orderly  dear  a 
-Pie  way,  as  the  very  ^  •  - 

a  good  education.      Putting  tnk  i  •         •  ' 

power  to  think  and  w  i     f  ,         ^  ^  °"  ^ 
i       .  le'  1  liave  loriK  wished  In  mi,., 

»« «>.» ,„,.  ,w,s  ,,me     ,l„,,,;  ; 
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suit  all  the  intermediate  schools,  and  find  its  completion 
in  the  High  School.  Awkwardly  enough,  I  began  at  the 
top  and  worked  downward.  For  two  years  quite  satisfac- 
tory work  of  this  kind  has  been  done  in  the  High 
School  ;  irregular  and  incomplete  efforts  have  been  the 
outcome  in  the  Grammar  Schools  ;  and  the  results  in  the 
schools  below  have  been  entirely  unsatisfactory.  By 
the  recent  introduction,  however,  of  Miss  Stickney's 
Language  Lessons,  and  with  the  assistance  of  some 
other  changes,  the  plan  of  operations  is  now  complete, 
and  will  doubtless  work  out  results  that  will  become  a 
marked  feature  in  our  schools. 

Jn  order  to  carry  out  successfully  this  plan  of  steady 
practice  in  writing,  it  was  necessary  for  the  teachers  to 
specially  qualify  themselves  for  the  work  j  and  to 
assist  in  accomplishing  this  purpose,  the  sciences  which 
seem  to  promise  the  most  help  have  been  taken  up  for 
study,  and  after  preparation  at  home,  the  subject  of  the 
appointed  lesson  is  reviewed  at  the  fortnightly  meetings 
of  the  teachers,  in  the  High  School  room.  In  this  man- 
ner, a  hasty  review  has  been  made  of  Geology  and  Phys- 
ical Geography,  which  is  to  be  followed  by  that  of  Vege- 
table Physiology  and  of  other  sciences,  as  the  future  may 
determine.  The  Natural  History  of  Animals  will  take 
a  prominent  place  in  this  course.  Every  page  of  the 
excellent  little  books  of  Miab  Stickney  is  illustrated  with 
the  picture  of  an  animal,  a  flower,  or  of  natural  scenery, 
which  is  to  suggest  to  the  scholar  the  subject  for  his 
effort.     These  suggestions,  together  with  the  assistance 
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of  the  teacher,  will,  no  doubt,  be  effectual  in  preventing 
the  complaint  usually  made  by  the  young  scholar,  that 
be  has  nothing  to  write  about,  and  leave,  no  difficulties 
to  alarm   him  but    those   of    construction.      In  (he 
Grammar  Schools  and  High  School,  the  topics  take  a 
wider  range,  and  other  composition-books  are  provided 
for  the  use  of  the  scholars.     The  topics  given  to  the 
scholars  of  these  higher  schools  embrace  questions  of 
history,  literature,  science  and  the  common  events  of 
life.     It  is  the  duty  of  the  teachers  to  furnish,  by  oral 
instruction,  all  needful  help  preparatory  1,0  the  work  of 
composition.      The  books  of  reference  in  the  schools, 
and  those  in  the  Public  Library,  are  to  be  freely  used', 
and  all  work  to  be  sharply  criticised  by  the  teacher,  and 
corrected   by  the    writer  himself.      The  teachers  are 
now  in  possession  of  all  needful  information  as  to  the 
general  outlines  of  the  work  to  be  done  ;  (he  details  are 
left  to  their  skill  and  judgment. 

Primary  Schools. 

At  the  present  time  an  unusual  interest  is  mani- 
fested in  the  Primary  Schools  of  the  Town.  There  is 
a  quite  general  conviction  that  the  success  of  the  pub- 
lic school  system  depends  very  largely  on  the  condi- 
tion of  the  Primary  Schools.  Ours,  although  generally 
in  the  hands  of  experienced  teachers,  and  well  taught., 
labor  under  serious  difficulties,  wherever  it  has-been 
necessary  to  continue  the  old  arrangement  of  one 
teacher  to  about  fifty  scholars,  and  frequently,  to  more 


than  this  number.  It  is,  of  course,  impossible  for  any 
teacher  to  do  justice,  or  anything  like  justice,  to  fifty 
children  between  the  ages  of  live  and  eight  ;  yet  we 
require  this  i  in  possibility  of  the  teachers  of  the  schools 
at  Cold  Spring,  in  School  street,  in  Spring  street,  and 
at  Oak  drove.  The  other  Primaries  have  been  divi- 
ded ;  thereby  simplifying  the  labor,  as  well  as  lessening 
I  it,  by  the  reduction  of  the  number  of  scholars.  The 
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m  youngest  children  are  under  the  care  of  the  teacher  of 
I  the  sub-Primary  ;  the  oldest  are  prepared  for  the  next 
W  grade   by   the  Primary  teacher.      1  consider  all  these 
I  schools   under  very  favorable  conditions  ;   and  I  think 
I  the  others  ought  to  be  immediately  made  just  like  them. 
|  The  only  method  of  accomplishing  this,  it  seems  to  me, 
|  is  to  add  a  room  to  the  Oak  Grove  school-house,  which 
I  ought  to  be  of  good  size,  as  the  present  room  is  very 
I  small.      A  small  room  built  in   the  rear  of  the  Spring 
Street  Primary  would  make  that  convenient  for  two 
teachers.      The  School   Street  house  is    already  large 
enough  and  has  a  good  recitation  room,  so  it  will  need 
only  another  teacher.      It  would  not  be  advisable  to 
make   any  alterations  in  Cold  Spring  school-house,  as 
it  is  certain  that  another  primary  school-house  will  have 
|  to  be  built   tor  the  accommodation  of  the  children  in 
I  the  neighborhood  of  the  Woollen  Mill.     The  increase  in 
the  number  of  families  in  this  district,  within  a  few 
months,  will  render  it  impossible  to  receive  the  children 
\  into  the  school  at  Cold  Spring,  as  there  were  fifty-four 
j  scholars  there  last  year,  before  the  recent  arrivals  at  the 
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Woollen  Mill,  and  there  was  not  room  enough  to  seat 
them  then,  properly. 

After  duly  considering  the  matter,  it  seems  to  me 
best  to  sell  the  house  and  lot  at  Cold  Spring,  and  pur- 
chase a  lot  in  some  sufficiently  central  situation,  suitable 
for  a  school-house  of  two  rooms,  large  enough  for  the 
accommodation  of  the  children  of  both  districts.  One 
of  these  rooms  could  be  used  for  a  Primary,  the  oilier 
for  a  sub-Primary  school.  This  situation  would  not 
only  be  central,  but  quite  near  to  the  homes  of  all  the 
children  that  would  attend  the  schools.  The  two 
Primaries,  instead  of  one,  would,  of  course,  involve  the 
expense  of  an  additional  teacher  ;  but  the  other  changes 
which  I  have  suggested  would  not  necessarily  be 
attended  with  any  other  expense  than  that  of  building 
the  additional  rooms  referred  to  ;  as  there  are  always 
young  ladies,  graduates  of  the  High  School,  who  oiler 
their  services  freely  as  assistants,  for  the  purpose  of  get- 
ting experience  in  teaching,  without  incurring  the 
responsibility  of  managing  a  school.  This  arrange- 
ment is  advantageous  in  several  ways  ;  it  enables  these 
young  ladies  to  show  their  aptness  in  learning  to  teach, 
while  they  render  important  help  to  the  overworked 
Primary  teachers,  under  whom  they  serve  ;  and  it  gives 
an  opportunity,  when  a  vacancy  occurs,  to  select  a  suita- 
ble teacher  among  these  young  assistants.  1  have  the 
most  favorable  reports  of  the  aptness  and  general  help-' 
fulness  of  those  graduates  who  are  now  thus  employed, 
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Ellisville  and  Indian  Brook  Schools. 


i  For  several  years  each  of  these  two  schools  lias 
been  kept  in  session  only  live  months  in  the  year, 
one  during  the  summer,  the  other  during  the  winter, 
the  same  teacher  having  charge  of  both.  This  arrange- 
ment was  made  as  a  temporary  expedient  until  one  of 
the  two  houses  could  be  moved  to  a  situation  as 
nearly  central  as  circumstaeces  would  permit,  ami  so 
render  it  practicable  for  the  children  of  the  two  dis- 
|  tricts  to  attend  school  during  the  whole  school-year.  The 
I  small  number  of  scholars  in  each  of  these  communities 
4  has  not  seemed  to  justify  the  expense  of  the  two 
|?  schools,  there  being  not  more  than  five  in  one  and 
m  seven  in  the  other.  Yet,  however  small  the  number, 
I  it  is  very  much  to  be  regretted,  that  the  children 
should  fail  to  receive  the  same  amount  of  instruction 
«  that  the  other  children  of  the  Town  enjoy.  It  would 
not,  perhaps,  be  possible  to  fix  upon  a  place  that  would 
I  satisfy  all    parties  interested,   but    it   would  be  very 

I  easy  to  select  a  suitable  situation  which  all,  who  were 
•so  minded,  could  without  much  inconvenience,  reach. 

||  I  would  therefore  suggest  that  a  further  effort  be 
B  made  to  settle  this  question  as  soon  as  practicable,  so 

II  that  the  children  may  have  the  privileges  to  which  they 
I  seem  entitled. 

The  Gurnet  School. 

As  the  situation  of  this  school  did  not  please  those 
I  whose  children  attended  it  ;  it  was  decided  to  move 
jj  the  house  to  some  point  that  would  satisfy  them,  if 
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such  a  place  could  be  found.     After  due  consultation 
with  all    those  interested,    and    the   spot   selected  to 
which  they  all  agreed,  the  house  was  removed  and  re- 
paired.     Of  course,  the   inhabitants  of  Clark's  Island, 
and  those,  of  the  Gurnet,  cannot  both  be   very  well 
suited,  if  one  school  is  to  receive  the  children  of  both  ; 
for,  if  centrally  situated,  it  must  be  more  than  a  mile  ■ 
from  either  community.      It  is  also  impossible  to  have 
two    schools  ;     for,  all  told,    the   number   of  scholars 
has  not  yet  exceeded  ten.      However,  everything  has 
been  done  that  could  be  done  for  the  accommodation 
of  the  people  in  these  inconveniently  situated  commu- 
nities, unless  it  be  an  increase  in   the   length  of  their 
school-year.      Owing  to   the  exposed  situation   on  the 
seashore,   it   would   not  be  advisable    to  require  the 
children  to  attend  school  the  year  round  ;    but  eight 
months  might  be  practicable,  which  would  be  an  addi- 
tion of  two  months,  an  increase  that  1  would  suggest. 

Truancy. 

This  unfortunate  habit  prevails  to  a  considerable 
extent  among  the  boys  of  the  public  schools.  The 
present  regulations  with  regard  to  this  delinquency 
have  been  found  to  be  entirely  ineffectual.  The  offi- 
cers appointed  to  look  up  absentees  from  school  have 
other  employments  to  attend  to,  so  that  it  is  impossi- 
ble for  the  teachers  to  report  cases  of  suspicious 
absence,  with  any  certainty  that  the  information  will 
reach  the  proper  officer   in  any  reasonable  time  ;  and 
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if,  by   chance,   the   report  is  received  promptly,  the 
officer  can  do   nothing  more  than  conduct  the  boy  to 
school.     When  the  truant  is  handed  over  to  the  teacher, 
he  or  she  supposes,  naturally  enough,  that,  as  the  reg- 
ularly   appointed  officer   lias    had    the  case  in  hand, 
there  is  nothing  more  to  be  said  or  done.      It*  the  re- 
port of   the  teacher  does  not  find  the  truant  officer 
until  the  schools  are  dismissed  for  the  day,  it  is  very 
probable  that  he  will  not  consider  it  necessary  to  in- 
vestigate the  matter  at  all.     The  boy,  by  some  inge- 
nious contrivance,  gets  a  written   excuse   for  his  ab- 
sence, with  which  the  teacher  must  be  satisfied,  if  no 
fraud  is  apparent.      It  is  very  evident  that  this  mode 
of  treatment  can  never  be  of  any  use  in  restraining 
irregular  boys  who  love  the  freedom  of  the  streets  and 
woods,  and  dislike  the  restraints  of  the  school-room. 

As  the  present  regulation  has  proved  so  useless,  it  is 
imperatively  necessary  to  make  some  other  arrangement. 
For  this  purpose  I  suggest  that  it  be  made  the  duty  of 
the  truant  officer  to  call  at  each  school-room  in  the  cen- 
tral part  of  the  town,  every  morning,  as  soon  after  the 
opening  of  school  as  possible,  to  take  the  names  of 
all  absentees,  not  satisfactorily  accounted  for  by  the 
teachers,  and  immediately  notify  the  parents  or  guar- 
dians of  the  absence  of  their  children  from  school.  In 
case  of  neglect  on  the  part  of  parents  to  prevent  tru- 
ancy, it  shall  be  the  duty  of  the  officer  to  make  the 
arrangements  prescribed  by  law,  and  send  the  continued 
truant  to  the  State  School  provided  for  such  deliquents. 
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Before  concluding  my  report  for  the  year,  I  de- 
sire to  call  attention  to  the  matter  of  expenditure. 
It  appears  to  me  that,  during  the  past  year,  every 
attention  has  been  given  to  economy  in  the  adminis- 
tration of  school  affairs.  The  very  loud  demand  which 
is  heard  in  some  quarters,  for  a  reduction  of  expenses 
in  the  instruction  of  the  children  of  the  Town,  can  be 
listened  to  only  with  surprise  and  regret.  It  seems 
to  be  made  without  due  consideration  of  the  small 
amount  which  the  schooling  of  each  child  costs,  and 
without  knowledge  of  what  is  being  done  in  other  towns 
for  the  advancement  of  popular  education.  The  opin- 
ion that  we  are  educating  too  much,  can  excite  in  the 
well  instructed  mind,  no  other  feeling  than  that  of  aston- 
ishment. We  may  be  very  justly  pleased  with  the 
excellence  which  our  schools  have  attained,  but  to  sup- 
pose that  we  have  reached  a  point  where  we  ought  to 
relax  our  exertions,  would  expose  us  to  well-merited 
ridicule.  The  people  at  large  seem  to  be  well  aware 
in  what  direction  their  true  interests  lie,  and,  as  the 
years  pass  by,  demand  more  and  better  education  for 
their  children. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHARLES  BURTON, 

Superintendent  of  Schools* 


SCHOOL  COMMITTEE. 


The  report  of  the  Superintendent  so  fully  presents 
the  condition  of  our  schools  that  your  Committee  feel  it 
hardly  necessary  to  furnish  anything  additional.  But  as 
the  Principal  of  the  High  School  may  naturally  have 
hesitated  to  speak  of  the  success  of  his  own  work  there, 
the  following  extracts  are  made  from  the  report  of  the 
sub-committee  to  whom  the  supervision  of  the  High 
School  during  the  past  year  was  specially  assigned. 

They  say,  u  The  condition  of  the  High  School  we 
consider  sufficiently  satisfactory  ;  the  discipline  is  good  ; 
the  course  of  study  wisely  arranged  ;  the  teaching 
thorough — keeping  up  with  the  times — and  the  interest 
of  the  scholars  awakened  and  maintained.  The  follow- 
ing points  may  be  noted. 

First — That  the  relations  of  teachers  in  regard  to 
each  other,  and  of  scholars  in  regard  to  teachers  are  such 
as  secure  cordial  co-operation, 

Second — That  the  present  system  of  having  monthly 
examinations,  though  it  imposes  much  additional  labor 
[upon  the  teachers,  has  secured  a  decidedly  greater  regu- 
larity of  attendance,  and  faithfulness  of  work  on  the 
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part  of  scholars,  as  they  know  that  their  rank  is  based  -,| 
on  the  result  of  these  monthly  examinations,  which  test  - 
the  real  requirement  of  each  pupil. 

Third — That  we  foresee  great  good  from  the  study 
of  Geometry,  introduced  this  year  into  the  lowest  class, 
with  the  intention  of  continuing  it  through  the  whole 
course,  beginning  with  its  simplest  forms,  but  leading  on 
to  those  higher  parts  which  secure  such  a  valuable  disci- 
pline to  the  mind,  and  to  the  understanding  of  its 
important  relation  to  practical  ends. 

Fourth — That  there  .  is  evident  advantage  gained 
from  the  present  plan  of  reviewing  in  the  High  School, 
both  the  Arithmetic  and  English  Grammar  previously 
taught  in  the  other  schools. 

Fifth — That  the  scholars  are  evidently  advancing 
rapidly  in  the  art  of  composition,  and  in  the  greater 
art  of  investigating  for  themselves  any  subject  submitted 
for  their  consideration. 

Sixth — That  whenever  any  changes  in  text-books 
have  been  made,  as  some  have  been  made  during  the 
past  year,  there  is  noticed  what  is  most  desirable,  a  move 
toward  greater  simplicity. 

Seventh — That    the    last   class    admitted    was,  in 
thoroughness  of  preparation,   evidently  the  best  class! 
ever  received  into  the  High  School. 

Eighth — The  course  of  study  in  the  High  School 
seems  better  adapted  to  the  wants  of  girls  than  to 
boys.  A  larger  proportion  of  the  girls  than  of  the 
boys  remain  through  the  course,  a  fact  which  suggests' 
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{  that  something  may  be  wanting.  Public  opinion  seems 
| '  to  indicate  a  demand  lor  a  more  literary  training  for 
\  girls, — a  more  mathematical  and  scientific  course  of 
|  study  for  boys.  We  need  an  English  course  of  study 
in  the  High  School,  in  which  the  sciences  which 
more  immediately  refer  to  the  practical  arts  and 
trades  should  find  a  prominent  place  ;  and,  so  far  as 
the  means  at  his  disposal  will  allow,  the  Principal 
of  the  school  is  year  by  year  endeavoring  to  secure 
this  very  desirable  end. 

Ninth — That  the  most  marked  needs  of  the  school 

§fcre  additional  41  books  of  reference  "  to  assist  the 
Scholars  in  their  composition  Nvork  ;  some  additional 
apparatus  for  the  benefit  of  classes  in  Chemistry  and 
|n  applied  mechanics.  The  introduction  of  water  to 
1  e  second  (loor  would  be  a  great  convenience  ;  while 
j&  new  Hoot',  to  relieve  the  room  from  the  dust  which 
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^".ow  collects  and  scatters,  seems  almost  a  necessity. 
Ko   this   should  be  added   the   demand  which  exists 

S for  some  method  by  which  the  whole  building  may  be 
more  thoroughly  ventilated,  so  that,  without  exposure 
I  to   cold    draughts,    the    pupils   may   always  breathe 
fresh  air. 

There  is  one  fact  which  it  may  be  worth  while 
I  calling  attention  to  when  the  relative  expense  of 
|  maintaining  the  High  School  is  discussed,  viz.:  that 
the  number  of  scholars  in  the  High  School  consti- 
tutes generally  one  eighth  of  the  school  population 
of  the  Town,  scattered  over  some  sixty  or  seventy 
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square  miles,  and'  about  one  sixth  of  the  sehool 
population  which  really  furnishes  the  scholars  to  the 
High  School,  and  the  instruction  of  all  these  is  in 
the  higher  branches." 

With  these  extracts  from  the  sub-Committee's  report 
of  the  High  School,  and  a  cordial  endorsement  of  the 
report  of  the  Superintendent,  which  we  commend  to 
the  careful  reading  of  all  citizens  interested  in  the 
education  of  the  children  of  Plymouth,  we  close  our 
report  concerning  the  condition  of  the  schools. 


School  Department. 

Receipts. 

Appropriation  $16,000  00 

Massachusetts  School  Fund   217  72 

Dog  Fund   231  21 

From  sale  of  books   079  28 

Other  sources   5  00 

 $17,133  21 

Expenditures. 

Teachers  and  Superintendent  $13,791  GO 

Repairs  and  supplies     1,057  12 

Care  of  buildings   52-1  42 

Fuel   617  20 

Books  and  apparatus     826  59 

Printing    60  50 

Horse  hire   160  00 

Incidentals    ,        45  31. 

Concreting   131  23 

Old  bills,  exhibition,  etc   157  00 

Overdrawn,  1878    109  88 

 $17,516  U 


Overdrawn,  1879 


$383  73 
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The  Selectmen  of  the  Town  proposed  to  make 
I!  improvements  in  the  sidewalk  in  front  of  the  High 
I  School  building,  by  concreting.  It  was  thought  advis- 
•I;  able  that  concrete  should  be  laid  upon  the  walks  and 
]■  grounds  connected  with  the  building  at  the  same 
|  time.  These  improvements  constitute  the  item  of 
$'$134.23,  which  was  charged  to  the  school  department. 

It  became  necessary  to  slate  one  half  the  roof 
I  of  the  Russell  Street  school  building,  the  other  half 
I  having  already  been  slated.  It  cost  $128.63.  These 
Ltwo  items  of  expense,  not  anticipated  or  provided  for 
fwhen  appropriation  tor  schools  was  made,  together 
Ityith  the  item  of  $109.88,  overdrawn  in  1878,  amount 
| to  $372.74. 

The  sum  overdrawn,,  as  shown  by  the  exhibit,  is 
.73.    We  deem  it  proper  to  make  this  explanation 
;  to  the  Town. 

I      We  recommend  that  $16,000  be  raised  for  schools 
f$ov   the   current   year,  and   $383.73    to   balance  the 
account  of  the  school  department. 


WILLIAM  II.  WHITMAN, 
CHARLES  B.  STODDARD, 
FREDERICK  N.  KNAPP, 
JAMES  D.  THURBER, 
NATHANIEL  MORTON, 
(JEOKGE  0.  DVER. 
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STATISTICS. 


1 


High  School, 

Russell- Street  Grammar  School, 
Green  Grammar  School, 
ChlltoDville  Grammar  School, 
Mauomet  Grammar  School, 
Russell  Street  Third  Grade  School, 
Green  Third  Grade  School, 
"North  Intermediate  School,- 
WelllugBlcy  Intermediate  School 
Russell  Si.  Second  Grade  Schoo 
Russell  St.  Second  Grade  School 
Green  Second  Grade  School, 
School  Street  Primary  School, 
Cold  Spring  Primary  School, 
boring  Street  Primary  School, 
South  Street  Primary  School. 
South  Street  Primary  School, 
North  Primary  School,  ■ 
North  Sub-Primary  School, 
South  Street  Sub-Primary  School 
Oak  Grove  Primary  School, 
Clin"  School, 
Long  Pond  School, 
Cedarville  School, 
South  Pond  School, 
Russell  Mills  School, 
East  Chiltonville  School, 
Mauomet  Primary  School, 


Charles  Burton, 
Carrie  E.  Small, 
Luciu  Bartlett. 
Auron  11.  Cornish, 
David  H.  Gibbs, 
Gustavus  I).  Rules, 
Carrie  R.  Johnson, 
Emmu  Davie, 
Carrie  1.  Mace, 
Helen  J\  Ward, 
Addie  L.  Burtlett, 
Juilu  F.  Seurs, 
Charlotte  K.  Bearce, 
Martha  A.  Verry, 
PrihcUla  Perkins, 
Frances  E.  llovey, 
Ellen  M.  Douglas, 
Alice  F.  Blanchard, 
Addie  M  Finney, 
Sophronia  C.  Morissey 
Nelia  D.  Bnrbauk, 
Judith  C  Howland, 
Mary  II.  Chandler,  . 
Clara  M.  lladaway, 
Helen  F.  Pierce, 
Hepsie  E.  Pierce, 
Martha  \V.  Whltmore 
Mary  A.  Morion, 
Susie  F.  Churchill, 
Addie  B.  Holmes, 


§1, 600  00 
700  00 
700  00 
1,000  00 
1.000  00 
COO  00 
400  00 
3G0  00 
3G0  00 
3b0  00 
3G0  00 
320  OU 
320  UU 
320  00 
2  HO  00 
2b0  00 
2b0  00 
260  00 
250  00 
2b0  00 
280  00 
2b0  OO 
2b0  00 
2G0  00 
200  00 

3i;o  oo 
2(;o  oo 
2  go  oo 
2i;o  oo 

2GU  00 


90 


80 


68 
48 
47 
33 
62 
41 
4G 
84 
60 

60 

62 

C2 

G2 

49 

8C1 

35 

43 

63 

51 

45 

33 

14 

27 

23 

24 

29 
17 


48 

43; 
3° 
23 
41 

85 1 

28/. 
40 

46, 
43': 
39  jj 
42;. 
84  , 
8? 
%, 

34; 

42, 
40* 

^. 

io: 

20* 
ft 
R 
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